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9. Noncitizen Categories and USCIS Codes

9.1      USCIS Documents

When a noncitizen presents an U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) document, the 
county must verify the USCIS status through SAVE.

USCIS documents and Section Codes are used as a tool to determine eligibility for public benefits. The 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) Section Codes do not directly indicate State or Federal funding. 
This chapter provides information about the most commonly used USCIS Documents and Section 
Codes and is not intended to be a comprehensive list.

[Refer to Common Place Handbook Chapter 11, SAVE for requesting SAVE in CalWIN or online SAVE 
in web portal.]

9.2      Sponsorship

Immigration codes only give program eligibility status; they do not indicate whether a client is 
sponsored or not. You must ask the client.

9.3      Noncitizen Categories

9.3.1 Afghan and Iraqi Special Immigrants

Definition

Displaced persons from Iraq and Afghanistan admitted to the U.S. with Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs). 
These displaced individuals were employed by or assisted the U.S. Armed Forces with translation and 
interpreter services.

Rule

Effective December 19, 2009, Iraqi and Afghan SIs and their eligible family members became eligible to 
receive Refugee Social Services (RSS), Targeted Assistance (TA), and Office of Refugee Resettlement 
(ORR) discretionary grant services for up to 60 months from their date of entry into the U.S. or, if they 
applied for SI status while in the U.S., their date of adjustment to SI status. Previously, their eligibility 
Update #22-06Page 9-1

https://ssaconnect.sccgov.org/ssa_departments/debs_program/Pages/common_place_landing.aspx
https://ssaconnect.sccgov.org/ssa_departments/debs_program/Documents/handbooks/cp/cpchap11.pdf
https://ssaconnect.sccgov.org/ssa_departments/debs_program/Documents/handbooks/cp/cpchap08.pdf


page 9-2Common Place 9. Noncitizen Categories and USCIS Codes
period for all federal benefits and services was a maximum of eight months. The extension of RRP 
time-eligibility to 60 months for SIs is authorized by Section 8120 of Public Law 111-118, the 
Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2010, for which ORR issued instructions on March 23, 
2010.

Documents

There are two types of proper documentation to verify that the Iraqi or Afghan principal SIV applicants 
and their families (spouses and their unmarried children) are in receipt of a SIV are:

1. An Iraqi or Afghan passport with an Immigrant Visa (IV) stamp noting that the individual has 
been admitted under any one of the following categories:

• •SI1 or SQ1 (Principal Applicant);
• •SI2 or SQ2 (Spouse of SI1 or SQ1);
• •SI3 or SQ3 (Unmarried child, under the age of 21, of SI1 or SQ1);
• •SI6 or SQ6 (Principal Adjusting Status in the U.S.);
• •ISI7 or SQ7 (Spouse of SI6 or SQ6);
• •SI9 or SQ9 (Unmarried child, under the age of 21, of SI6 or SQ6); and
• A Department of Homeland Security (DHS) stamp or notation on passport or I-94 showing date 

of entry.

2. DHS Form I-551 with an code of SI6 or SQ6, SI7 or SQ7, or SI9 or SQ9 which confirms both the 
status and the date of entry into the U.S. for the principal SIV applicant.

For Iraqi or Afghan Special Immigrants who acquire SIV status while in the U.S., the date of eligibility 
begins on the date the SIV status is granted.

9.3.2 Amerasians

Definition

Amerasian is a term broadly used to refer to children born of a United States (U.S.) citizen father. The 
children must have been born in Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, or Thailand after 1950 and before 
October 22, 1982. 

Amerasians born in Vietnam after January 1, 1962, and before January 1, 1976, are admitted as Lawful 
Permanent Residents (LPRs) and treated as refugees. Amerasians are not sponsored.

Rule

Amerasians have immigrant status but are eligible for Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA), Refugee 
Medical Assistance (RMA) and social services. Establish aid for them in the same manner as for all 
other time-eligible refugees.
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Amerasians with U.S. passports have citizenship status but are eligible for RCA/RMA as though they 
were refugees. They must meet certain criteria to receive RCA or RMA, and services.

When the following criteria is met, the Amerasian is called the “principal alien”:

• Establishing they were born in Vietnam after 1/1/62 and before 1/1/76, and
• Establishing that they were fathered by a U.S. citizen, and
• Being an Amerasian U.S. citizen rather than an immigrant.

The following relatives of the “principal noncitizen” are also eligible with Amerasian status:

• Spouse or child of a principal noncitizen who accompanies or follows to join the principle 
noncitizen, or

• The natural mother (or spouse or child of such mother) or one who has acted in effect as the 
principal alien’s mother, father, or next of kin, (or is the spouse or child of such an alien), and is 
accompanying, or following to join, the principal noncitizen.

As an noncitizen lawfully admitted for permanent residence, Amerasian immigrants from Vietnam are 
“qualified noncitizens” who meet the “exception criteria”.

Documents

The following documents are acceptable verification of Amerasian status:

• I-94 annotated with codes AM1, AM2, AM3, AM6, AM7, AM8

• I-94 annotated with code 402(a)(2)(A)(i)(v)

• The I-94 is stamped on the front, in the upper right corner, “Processed for I-551. Temporary 
evidence of lawful admission for permanent resident. Valid until _______. Employment 
authorized.” The back of the I-94 will show the A-Number in box #20. A-Numbers in the immigrant 
series (beginning with 4) will be used. The unique identifier on the I-94 will appear in block #26, 
the comments section. An I-551 will be issued as soon as it can be manufactured and mailed

• I-551 stamped with codes AM1, AM2, AM3, AM6, AM7, AM8, A11, A12, A16, A17, A31-A33, and 
A36-A38

• Vietnamese Exit Visa or Vietnamese Passport if stamped with AM1, AM2, or AM3

• United States passport.
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9.3.3 Amnesty (IRCA) 

Definition

Amnesty noncitizens are unauthorized or illegal noncitizens who were given the opportunity to legalize 
their immigration status. The Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) was enacted in 1986 to grant 
certain individuals amnesty. 

The IRCA Amnesty program has expired. However, there still may be IRCA individuals whose USCIS 
status has not been resolved.

IRCA allowed certain noncitizens residing unlawfully in the U.S. to apply for permanent residency status 
if they could otherwise qualify as legal residents under USCIS guidelines. IRCA included:

• Pre-1982 Amnesty Aliens — INA Section 245A (general amnesty)
• Special Agricultural Workers (SAWs) — INA Section 210 (farmworkers)
• Replenishment Agricultural Workers (RAWs) — INA Section 210A 
• Cuban-Haitian s — INA Section 212
• Registry Aliens Pre-1972 Amnesty — INA Section 249.

After the initial interview for legalization, the noncitizen was given an “Employment Authorization Card” 
(I-688A). The I-688A was valid for six months from the date of issuance, then expired if not given a one 
year extension by USCIS.

Noncitizens granted temporary resident status were issued a “Temporary Resident Card” (I-688). The 
expiration date is printed on the card.

Effective May 5, 1992, amnesty noncitizens that completed the five-year period of ineligibility were 
granted Permanent Resident Status (PRS) and issued a “Resident Alien Card” (I-551).

Filing Dates

The following chart shows the filing dates for IRCA noncitizens.

IRCA Category Filing Date 5 Year Period 
Ended On:

Amnesty 5/5/87 5/5/92

TRS under IRCA 5/1/87 - 5/4/88 5/4/93

SAWS only 11/30/88 11/30/93

Zambrano v. INS 12/29/89 12/29/94
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Section 245A - “Pre-1982 Amnesty Aliens”

Section 245A amnesty noncitizens are also known as the “Pre-1982 Amnesty Aliens”. Noncitizens who 
lived in the U.S. illegally before January 1, 1982, could apply for Temporary Resident Status (TRS) from 
May 5, 1987 to May 4, 1988.

Noncitizens who were granted TRS under Section 245A were given a time-limited I-688 when amnesty 
was granted. They were eligible to apply for Permanent Resident Status (PRS) after serving 18 months 
in TRS. In order to remain legally in the U.S., a TRS noncitizen had to request adjustment of status by 
the end of the 30th month. USCIS was required to then issue an I-551.

Note: 

If USCIS attached a label to the back of the I-688 noting: “PRS processed for I-551”, it means 
the noncitizen has been granted PRS. USCIS may also have attached a sticker(s) or a card 
may be attached which has holes punched to indicate month/year of expiration extending the 
validity of the card past the 5-year limit if they are still processing the paperwork. The client must 
have a current sticker or card with holes punched indicating appropriate extension to be eligible. 

Follow these rules to determine current status:

IF... THEN...

 USCIS did not grant PRS, The noncitizen is now undocumented.

USCIS did not extend the TRS expiration date, The noncitizen is now undocumented.

The I-688 sticker states “Processed for I-551” The noncitizen has been granted PRS.

The I-688 sticker states “USCIS Valid for One 
(1) Year from Expiration Date”,

The noncitizen's TRS has been extended.

The I-688 has a hole punched card extending 
the expiration date,

The noncitizen's TRS has been extended.

The I-688 states “USCIS Valid for 90 Days 
from Expiration Date”,

The noncitizen's TRS has been extended.

Section 210 - SAWS

Section 210 amnesty aliens are the Special Agricultural Workers (SAWS). Noncitizens who lived in the 
U.S. and worked in perishable crop agriculture, under certain criteria, were eligible to apply for TRS.

SAWS noncitizens were issued the I-688A while approval for TRS was pending. USCIS then issued the 
I-688 to SAWS noncitizens who have had their status legalized. USCIS issued an I-551 with class code 
210 to SAWS noncitizens who have had their status adjusted to PRS.
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Section 210A - RAWS

The Replenishment Agricultural Workers (RAWs) program was never needed in California and was not 
implemented by USCIS. Proposed regulations were issued to officially end this program.

Section 212(d)(5)- Immigrants/Asylees prior to 
Jan. 1, 1982

Cuban-Haitian s admitted to the U.S. prior to January 1, 1982 as immigrants or asylees, and persons 
who received a Cuban-Haitian designation before November 6, 1986, under INA Section 212(d)(5), 
could apply for immediate adjustment to PRS under Section 202 of IRCA. An I-551 is issued when PRS 
is granted.

Section 249 - “Registry Aliens” pre-1972

Persons in undocumented status prior to 1/1/72, who lived continuously in the U.S. since that time, 
could apply for immediate adjustment to PRS. Registry noncitizens are issued an I-551 when PRS has 
been granted.

Rule

Effective 5/5/92, amnesty aliens who completed the five-year period of ineligibility and are granted PRS 
are eligible to receive CalWORKs, GA, CalFresh and Medi-Cal benefits, if otherwise eligible.

Exception:Exception:

Section 210 noncitizens, see chart below.

The five-year moratorium begins with the person's “Date of Adjustment” to TRS. When the moratorium 
ends five years later, the following applies:

Section 210 Sections 212, 245A and 249

Amnesty aliens DO NOT have 
to show proof of PRS to be 
eligible for public benefits.

Amnesty aliens MUST show proof 
that PRS has been granted to be 
eligible for public benefits.

Date of Adjustment

The noncitizen's five-year period of ineligibility began with the date the noncitizen was granted lawful 
TRS. On USCIS documents this date is referred to as the “Date of Adjustment”. This date was used to 
determine the five-year period of ineligibility.
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The “Date of Adjustment” was established when the noncitizen paid their fees when originally applying 
for amnesty. Ask the client to provide one of the following documents (if not already on file) to determine 
the “Date of Adjustment”:

I-551

Two different versions of the I-551 were issued during the time frame that affects amnesty aliens. 
Earlier examples of the I-551 show the date as “temporary resident adjustment date”. This date is 
shown on the bottom line of the back of the card and reads: “TEMP RES ADJ DATE —), followed by the 
date. Use this date to calculate the five-year period of ineligibility.

Key to information on the I-551:

• “TEMP RES ADJ DATE” - Month, day and year when the person became a temporary resident. 
This date is back-dated to the date the noncitizen filed for temporary residency. If there is no 
TEMP RES ADJ DATE line, the person did not get lawful permanent status through amnesty

• Code indicates whether the person became legalized under INA Section 245A or Section 210 of 
the SAWS program

• Date adjusted to lawful permanent status.

I-689

When the amnesty fees are paid, USCIS form I-689 is issued to the noncitizen as a receipt. The date of 
this receipt is the “Date of Adjustment” to Temporary Residence Status (TRS) and can be used to 
calculate the five-year period of ineligibility.

Note: 

 Form I-688 does NOT provide verification of the “TRS adjustment date”.

Unable to Determine Adjustment Date

If the I-551 or I-689 is not available or does not provide the “Date of Adjustment”, the EW must use 
Secondary SAVE “Document Verification Request” (G-845) to request verification of the TRS 
adjustment date for individual requests.

USCIS form G-845 does not have a specific space for requesting the date of adjustment. USCIS has 
provided the following instructions for EWs when requesting this information:

At the top of the G-845, in the right column, is a large box headed “8. (Benefit)”. The bottom 1/3 of the 
box provides a blank space where the EW should insert the following message:
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“Status Verifier: Please provide the date of adjustment to temporary resident status”.

9.3.4 Asylees

Definition

An asylee is a person who has been granted asylum under Section 208 or 208(a) of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Act. Persons already present in the U.S. who meet the requirements for refugee 
status because they fear persecution in their home country can apply for asylum. Persecution could be 
based on political opinion, race, religion, nationality or membership in a particular social group, 
including sexual orientation, or opposition to population-control methods such as forced abortion and 
involuntary sterilization.

Rule

An “applicant” for asylum is not eligible for public assistance benefits. Asylum must have been “granted” 
for an individual to qualify for public assistance. “Applying” or “Recommended” for asylum is not the 
same as granting of asylum. The applicant will have a written decision from USCIS or a letter from an 
immigration judge that states asylum has been granted. Asylees are not sponsored noncitizens.

For refugee programs, persons who have been “granted” asylum are eligible for RCA/RMA for 8 
months from their date of entry (DOE). For asylees, the DOE (for RCA/RMA programs only) is the date 
asylum is granted.

Acceptable Documents

The following documents are acceptable verification of asylee status:

 DOCUMENT  CODE

I-94 • Granted asylum under section 208, 208(a)
• Indicating VISA 93 (or V-93)
• With admission codes AS-1, AS-2 or AS-3

I-551 
I-151

AS6, AS7, AS8

I-688B 274a.12(a)(5), or 274a.12(c)(8), plus letter granting asylum

I-766 Annotated A5

Letter Grant letter from the Asylum Office of 

Order Order of an immigration judge granting asylum under 
Section 208 of the INA
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9.3.5 Authorization to Work

Authorization to work (I-688A and I-688B) does not mean the individual is eligible for benefits; they 
must have other acceptable USCIS supporting documentation to determine eligibility.

9.3.6 Battered Noncitizens

Definition

Battered noncitizens are:

• Noncitizens who have been abused
• Noncitizens whose children have been abused, or
• Noncitizen child(ren) whose parent has been abused.

Battered noncitizens must meet the requirements in Section 11.6.2.

The client can call the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233 for more information or 
the local legal aid office or an immigration attorney. Santa Clara County’s Domestic Violence Crisis Line 
is 408-279-2962 and the Elder Abuse Hotline number is 1-800-414-2002.
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Rule

The Battered Noncitizen Requirements are:

Requirement 1: The noncitizen has an approved petition or a pending petition which sets forth a 
prima facie (apparent) case from USCIS or the “Executive Office for Immigration Review” (EOIR). 

Requirement 2: The noncitizen or the noncitizen’s child or parent has been battered or subjected to 
extreme cruelty within the U.S. by his/her spouse, parent, or member of family residing in the same 
household.

Requirement 3: There is a substantial connection between the abuse and the need for benefits. 

Requirement 4: The noncitizen no longer resides with the batterer. 

CalWORKs clients must only meet Requirement #1 and will be funded as state only (PRUCOL). 
CalFresh and Medi-Cal clients must meet Requirements #1-4 and are federally funded as qualified 
aliens. See chart below:

Program Requirements Immigration 
Status Funding

CalWORKs Only needs to meet criteria 
of Requirement #1

ALL will be PRUCOL State-Only *

CalFresh Must meet criteria of 
Requirements #1-4, and 
Meet PRWORA 401/402 
requirements

Qualified Alien Federal

PRWORA requirements 
not met

CFAP - if qualified 
non-citizen 
pre-certified 
trafficking victim or U 
visa applicant/holder

State-Only

Medi-Cal If they meet all 4 
requirements

Qualified Alien Federal

If they do not meet all 4 
requirements

PRUCOL State-Only

* Use existing aid codes for state-funded and mixed cases.
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Who Determines Abuse 

Information regarding which agency makes the determination of abuse is as follows:

Petition: Abuse Determination Made By:

Self-petition USCIS

Self-petition - Widow(er) County *

Family Based County *

Cancellation of Removal/Suspension 
of Deportation

Executive Office of Immigration 
Review (EOIR)

* Follow CalWORKs Domestic Abuse Regulations to determine abuse for this category.

Documents

Individuals applying as a battered noncitizen must have a petition filed with USCIS or EOIR. Either the 
“Petition for Amerasian, Widow or Special Immigrant” (I-360) or the “Petition for an Alien Relative” 
(I-130) will be filed with USCIS. After the petition is filed the client may have any of the following 
documents.

 “Notice of Action” (I-797 or I-797C)

The following notices can be used to indicate that the individual is a battered noncitizen. The list 
includes but is not limited to just these forms:

• I-797/I-797C- Notice of Action from USCIS indicating filing of the I-360 petition. This is NOT 
sufficient evidence of pending status as a battered noncitizen. Within 3 weeks (or sooner) USCIS 
will send an additional notice. You must see the second notice showing approval or pending status 
to complete the verification of requirement 1

• I-797/I-797C- Notice of Action from USCIS stating “Establishment of Prima Facie Case”. The case 
type is “I-360 Petition for Amerasian, Widower, or Special Immigrant.” This is sufficient evidence of 
pending status as a battered noncitizen. This document is valid for 150 days; there is an 
expiration date on the form. This is usually enough time for the case to be adjudicated. An 
extension can be requested in writing to USCIS if needed to continue public benefits. If the 
establishment of the prima facie case is not re-issued or extended the case may have been 
denied by 

• I-797C - Notice of Action from USCIS stating “Receipt Notice”. The receipt shows the client paid 
for case type “I-360 Petition for Amerasian, Widower, or Special Immigrant” or the “I-130 Petition 
for an Alien Relative”. This is NOT sufficient evidence of pending status as a battered noncitizen
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• I-797/I-797C - Notice of Action from USCIS stating the notice type is an “Approval Notice”. This 
means the client is a battered noncitizen and eligible for State-Only CalWORKs. They may also 
meet requirements #2-4 and then be Medi-Cal/CalFresh eligible. In addition the “approval” may 
indicate a notice of deferred action. Deferred action does not affect the approval status, even if the 
time period for the deferral has expired, unless the Vermont Service Center has indicated the 
deferred action has been revoked. 

• I-797/I-797C - Notice of Action from USCIS stating the notice type is a “Denial Notice”. This 
person does not qualify for CalWORKs or CalFresh as a battered noncitizen. 

Final Order or Notice

The applicant may also have documentation of a final order by an Immigration Judge or from the Board 
of Immigration Appeals:

• Giving approval of status or establishing a prima facie case, or
• Granting Suspension of Deportation under Section 244(a)(3) of the INA as in effect prior to April 1, 

1997 or Cancellation of Removal under Section 240A(b)(2) of the INA.
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The applicant may also have an USCIS document with any of the following class of admission codes:

 DOCUMENT  CODE

I-551 Code printed on the front of a white card or the back of a 
pink card.
AR1, AR6, C20-C29, CF1, CF2, CR1, CR2, CR6, CR7, 
CX1-CX3, CX6-CX8, F20-F29, FX1-FX3, FX6-FX8, IF1, 
IF2, IR1-IR4, IR6-IR9, IW1, IW2, IW6, IW7, MR6, MR7, 
P21-P23, P26-P28.

I-551 Code stamped on the lower left side of the back of the 
pink card.
IB1-IB3, IB6-IB8, B11, BI2, B16, B17, B20-B29, B31-B33, 
B36-B38, BX1-BX3, BX6-BX8.

I-551 Z13 may indicate battery; BUT, needs additional 
follow-up. Institute Secondary SAVE.

Foreign Passport Any of the codes listed above.

I-94 Any of the codes listed above.

 

Possession of the above documents does not require any further interaction with USCIS, the client is 
eligible to LPR status. CalWORKs Domestic Abuse Regulations should be followed.

Verification

Verification of Battered Noncitizens can only be obtained through USCIS or EOIR. The method of 
verification depends on the type of application/petition filed. Refer to the following chart.

Type of
Application/Petition: Method of Inquiry:

Self-Petition Vermont Service Center 
Phone #, 1(800)375-5283 Press 2

Self-Petition - Widow(er) Secondary SAVE, G845 to USCIS

Family Based Secondary SAVE, G845 to USCIS

Cancellation of 
Removal/Suspension of 
Deportation

Contact one of the immigration courts, or the court in which 
the information is filed. 
EOIR *

* Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) - EOIR Addresses in California:  
(As of October 2016)

Adelanto: 
Adelanto Detention Facility 
10250 Rancho Road, Ste. 201A. 
Adelanto, CA 92301 
Phone: (760) 246-5404

Imperial: 
2409 La Brucherie Road 
Imperial, CA 92251-0000 
Phone: (760)370-5200 
FAX: (760) 355-8692
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9.3.7 Child Born Abroad to U.S. Citizen

1. Birth abroad to TWO U.S. citizens:

In most cases, an individual is a U.S. citizen if all of the following are true:

• Both parents were U.S. citizens when the individual was born; and
• At least one parent lived in the U.S. at some point in his or her life.

The record of birth abroad, if registered with a U.S. consulate or embassy, is proof of the citizenship. An 
individual can apply for a passport to have the citizenship recognized. If additional proof of the 
citizenship is needed an individual may file a Form N-600, Application for Certificate of Citizenship. This 
form can be downloaded from the Immigration Forms section of the USCIS website.

2. Birth abroad to ONE U.S. citizen:

In most cases, an individual is a U.S. citizen if all of the following are true:

• One of the parents was a U.S. citizen when the individual was born;

• The individual’s citizen parent lived at least five years in the U.S. before the individual was born; 
and

• At least two of these five years in the U.S. were after the individual’s citizen parent's 14th birthday.*

The individual’s record of birth abroad, if registered with a U.S. consulate or embassy, is proof of the 
citizenship. The individual can also apply for a passport to have the citizenship recognized. If additional 
proof is needed of the individual’s citizenship, an individual may file a Form N-600, Application for 
Certificate of Citizenship. This form can be downloaded from the Immigration Forms section of the 
USCIS website.

Los Angeles: 
606 S. Olive Street 
15th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
Phone:(213) 894-2811 
FAX: (213) 894-5196

Otay Mesa: 
7488 Calzada de la Fuente 
San Diego, CA 92154 
Phone: (619) 661-5600
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 438150 
San Ysidro, CA 92143-8150

San Diego: 
401 West A Street, Suite 800 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Phone: (619) 557-6052 
FAX: (619) 557-6405

San Francisco: 
100 Montgomery Street, Suite 800 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Phone:(415) 705-4415, x221 or 225 
FAX: (415) 705-4418 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 2326 
San Francisco, CA 94126-2326
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If an individual was born before November 14, 1986, the individual is a citizen if the U.S. citizen parent 
lived in the U.S. for at least ten years and five of those years in the U.S. were after the citizen parent's 
14th birthday.

9.3.8 Conditionals

Definition

The provision of Public Law 89-236 for “Conditional” was the primary method of entry for refugees when 
enacted in 1965 under Section 203(a)(7).

This provision was abolished by the Refugee Act of 1980; however, there may be persons with this 
documentation.

Rule

Conditional s are considered refugees and eligible for RCA/RMA, providing they are time eligible. If 
time expired, explore other categories of eligibility.

Conditional s are not sponsored.

Documents

A Conditional is issued an I-94 that specifically states “Paroled as a refugee” or “Paroled as an asylee”.

9.3.9 Conditional Permanent Resident

Definition

A Conditional Permanent Resident (CPR) is an noncitizen granted a two-year period of permanent 
resident status based on a “qualifying” marriage to a U.S. citizen or national, or lawful permanent 
resident. Children of a U.S. citizen, national or lawful permanent resident may also have this status. The 
conditional status expires after two years. It is the responsibility of the CPR to obtain new immigration 
status from USCIS.

Rule

Noncitizens with “conditional permanent resident” status are eligible for public benefits until the 
expiration date. If the marriage is dissolved within 2 years, a noncitizen admitted as a result of that 
marriage loses their resident status and will no longer be eligible for public benefits.
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Documents

Document I-551 reflects the conditional nature of the noncitizen's status. Pending receipt of an I-551, 
passports of noncitizens granted conditional permanent residence will be stamped with the visa 
classification and the expiration date of the noncitizen's conditionally admitted status. For example, the 
passport of a noncitizen admitted on 11/12/94 as the spouse of a U.S. citizen would be notated:

ADMITTED: CR-1

UNTIL: NOVEMBER 12, 1996

 

Since noncitizens admitted under INA Section 216 are all “conditional permanent residents,” expired 
USCIS documentation CANNOT be accepted as evidence of eligible noncitizen status. Set an alert to 
follow-up on the expiration of the 2-year period.

9.3.10 Cross Border American Indian Tribes

Definition

Indian tribes refers to a federally recognized Indian tribe, band, nation or other organized group or 
community.

Cross Border American Indians, born in Canada or Mexico, are entitled to freely cross the United States 
border into Canada or Mexico.

Rule

Members of an Indian tribe must present proof of membership in a tribe.

Documents

In the absence of appropriate USCIS documents “Memorandum of Creation of Record of Lawful 
Permanent Residence” (I-181) members of an Indian tribe must present a membership card or other 
tribal document demonstrating membership in an Indian tribe.

If the member has no document evidencing tribal membership, the agency will contact the Indian tribe 
for verification of membership.

9.3.11 Cuban/Haitians

Definition

Cuban/Haitian s are noncitizens from Cuba or Haiti who:
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• Have never been granted parole status as a Cuban/Haitian (Status Pending), or

• Have never been granted any other special status subsequently established under the 
immigration laws for nationals, or

• Are nationals of Cuba or Haiti AND:

• Were paroled into the U.S. and have not acquired any other status under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, or

• Are the subject of removal proceedings under the Immigration and Nationality Act or have an 
application for asylum pending

• Have an application for asylum pending; and

• For whom no final order of removal has been entered by USCIS.

Note: 

Some Cuban/Haitian s who arrived prior to November 5, 1988 are eligible to apply for LPR 
under IRCA. [Refer to “Amnesty (IRCA),” page 8-4] for more information.]

Rule

Applicants who meet the definition of Cuban/Haitian s and have the proper documents are entitled to 
receive Cash Assistance (ECA) and Medical Assistance (EMA) while they are time eligible. The 
beginning date of eligibility for ECA is based on the 's date of release from USCIS custody as verified by 
acceptable USCIS documentation, not the date of entry into the U.S. Once the time period for 
ECA/EMA has expired, Cuban/Haitian s are qualified aliens for other public benefits. Cuban/Haitians 
are not sponsored.

Documents

Use the following chart to determine who is a Cuban/Haitian and what documents are required:

IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS

Any national of Haiti granted parole status as a Cuban/Haitian 
(Status Pending) or granted any other special status 
subsequently established under the immigration laws for 
nationals of Haiti.
This is regardless of the status of the individual at the time 
assistance or services are provided.

I-94 (“Arrival/Departure Record”) endorsed 
“Cuban/Haitian (Status Pending)” issued prior to 
10/10/80. 
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9.3.12 Diversity (DV Program)

Definition

The DV Program is also known as the “lottery” program. The Immigration Act allows a specified number 
of immigration opportunities for persons from countries other than the principal sources of current 
immigration to the U.S. Persons from countries determined by USCIS, according to a mathematical 
formula, are able to compete for these visas.

USCIS announces the number of visas available and what regions may register for the DV Program 
lottery. Applications are submitted within a specified time frame. Notification letters to persons selected 
and registered on the basis of the lottery must then follow USCIS procedures to complete the process.

9.3.13 Family Unity 

Definition

Family Unity replaced an earlier program known as “Family Fairness”. Family Unity provides protection 
from deportation and eligibility for employment authorization to the spouses and children of amnesty 
aliens who were legalized under IRCA Section 301.

Noncitizens who received Family Fairness are not automatically included in the Family Unity Program. 
A separate application must be made at USCIS.

Rule

To be eligible to apply for Family Unity, a person must have been:

Any other national of Haiti who:

• Was paroled into the U.S. and has not acquired any other 
status under the Immigration and Nationality Act, OR

• Is the subject of exclusion or deportation proceedings 
under the Immigration and Nationality Act, OR

• Has an application for asylum pending with USCIS, AND

Has no final, non-appealable, and legally enforceable order of 
deportation or exclusion against them.

A Haitian national paroled into the U.S. for 
humanitarian reasons or in the public interest. I-94 
states “parole” or is referenced Section 212(d)(5).
Individuals in this category (Students, Tourists, 
Workers) need additional documentation along with the 
I-94. Letters or notices in their possession which 
indicate ongoing exclusion or deportation proceedings 
are sufficient.
A Haitian national who has filed a claim for political 
asylum. The I-94 includes the notation “Form I-589 
Filed”.

Cuban and Haitian Nationals from Guantanamo and Havana 
who have been admitted under Section 212(d)(5)(A) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act WITH special presidential 
protocol.

I-94 stamped with “Public Interest Parolee per 
Presidential Policy dated 10/14/94”.

IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS
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• The spouse or child of an amnesty alien as of May 5, 1988, and
• Residing in the U.S. prior to that date.

Spouses and children were linked to the legalized amnesty alien family member's five-year waiting 
period. Legalized noncitizens who were granted Family Unity status were to be disqualified from 
CalWORKs and CalFresh to the same extent and manner as their legalized amnesty alien family 
member.

Amnesty and Family Unity persons could be eligible for either restricted or full-scope Medi-Cal benefits. 
They may apply for Medi-Cal benefits at any time. [Refer to Medi-Cal Handbook Chapter 6, Section 6.7 
for PRUCOL types and categories.]

Once the amnesty alien completed the five-year adjustment period, they and their “Family Unity” family 
members were eligible to apply for CalWORKs and CalFresh. Proof of permanent resident status was 
not required for Section 210 noncitizens but was required for 245A amnesty aliens. (Family Unity 
noncitizens may not have completed their five-year period, but could have been eligible sooner 
because they were linked to the legalized amnesty alien's status.)

If lawful permanent resident status has not yet been granted, the client must have current extension 
stickers on their “Temporary Resident Card” (I-688) to show they are still working with USCIS.

Documents

An applicant granted Family Unity status receives an USCIS “Notice of Action” (I-797) and was eligible 
for public assistance when the time frames were met. The I-797 indicates one of the following:

• Application/Petition I-817. Application For Voluntary Departure Under Family Unity Program. Valid 
from (date) to (date) 
 
Voluntary Departure Status is normally granted for a two-year period of time. This time frame must 
not have expired or the client must have other documentation 

• Application Petition I-827

• Application/Petition I-130. Immigrant Petition For Relative, Fiance(e) or Orphan. Class: LB1, LB2; 
Priority Date: (date). 
 
When the children are minors, it is not necessary to list them on the I-797 because they are 
derivative beneficiaries linked to the mother's approved petition. 
 
The client may have had an additional letter from USCIS or an attorney explaining who was 
covered by the petition. 
 
Be very careful when reading the I-797, as it is also issued by USCIS for purposes other than 
Family Unity.
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9.3.14 40 Quarters

Definition

Lawful permanent residents who have worked or can be credited with 40 qualifying calendar work 
quarters under the Social Security Act are potentially eligible to receive public benefits. The law also 
covers quarters credited to a parent (while the noncitizen was under 18) or by a spouse (during the 
marriage if the noncitizen remains married to the spouse or the marriage ended by the death of the 
spouse) may be credited to that applicant in determining the number of qualifying quarters.

Beginning with the first quarter of 1997, no credit of qualifying employment is countable if the individual 
who earned it received any federal means-tested public benefits during the quarter for which it was 
credited. For determining 40 Work Quarters, federal means-tested public benefits include CalWORKs, 
Medi-Cal, SSI and CalFresh. The 40 work quarter rule is not applied to Medi-Cal.

A quarter is defined as a 3-calendar-month period ending 3/31, 6/30, 9/30 or 12/31 of any year. 

Rules to Determine 40 Quarters

Social Security quarters are earned by working at a job or as a self employed individual. The Social 
Security Administration (SSA) monitors the number of quarters worked. [Refer to “Procedures to 
Request 40 Quarters Information,” page 9-24] to request a report of work quarters.] The following 
information is used to determine work quarters.

Lag Quarters

Depending upon when the request to SSA for work quarters information is submitted, the 40 quarter 
data report will not contain the current and/or the preceding calendar year information due to the normal 
processing cycle of employer provided information. These current year quarters and preceding year 
quarters which do not show on the report are called Lag Quarters.

Non-covered Earnings

Non-covered earnings are earnings for which Social Security taxes were not withheld (e.g. earnings of 
certain public employees or earnings paid in cash). Therefore, the credits for these earnings do NOT 
appear on the SSA work quarter report.

If an applicant/recipient is claiming earnings from non-covered employment, the credits for those 
earnings can be counted, if satisfactory evidence is provided. Acceptable evidence includes: 

• Taxpayer’s actual copy of W2 or W-2c forms, or
• A copy of the applicant’s federal or state income tax return (with photocopy of W-2 or W-2c 

attached), or
• Employer-prepared wage statements.
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Current Year - Computation of Credits of Qualifying Employment 

A current year’s credit for a quarter which has ended may be used in the 40 credits of qualifying 
employment computation. DO NOT COUNT CREDITS FOR CALENDAR QUARTERS THAT HAVE 
NOT ENDED, even if the individual has sufficient earnings to qualify for the credit. Use the current year 
amount as the divisor to determine the number of credits of qualifying employment available, always 
rounding down the result. 

To determine the number of credits of qualifying employment to be counted for the current year, use the 
LESSER of:

• The number of quarters that have ended for the current year, OR 
• The number of credits of qualifying employment available based on total earnings divided by 

amount needed per credit.

Example:

An applicant applies in May 2004. He was laid off in April 2004 with year to date earnings of 
$6000. Based on earnings ($6000 divided by $900 [amount needed for each credit for 2004] = 
6.67, he is entitled to 4 credits. Since only one quarter has ended (i.e. January through March 
2004), only one of the credits can be counted for 2004.

Establishing Credits/Quarters - 1978 through current year

For 1978 and later, credits are based solely on the total yearly amount of earnings. All types of earnings 
follow this rule. The amount of earnings needed to earn a credit increases and is different for each year. 
[Refer to Chapter 9,  "Current Year - Computation of Credits of Qualifying Employment,” page-21] for 
additional information.

For 1978 through 2006, the amount of earnings needed for each credit is:

YEAR AMOUNT NEEDED 
FOR EACH CREDIT YEAR AMOUNT NEEDED 

FOR EACH CREDIT YEAR AMOUNT NEEDED 
FOR EACH CREDIT

1997 $670*** 1987 $460

2006 $970*** 1996 $640 1986 $440

2005 $920*** 1995 $630 1985 $410

2004 $900*** 1994 $620 1984 $390

2003 $890*** 1993 $590 1983 $370

2002 $870*** 1992 $570 1982 $340

2001 $830*** 1991 $540 1981 $310

2000 $780*** 1990 $520 1980 $290

1999 $740*** 1989 $500 1979 $260
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Establishing Credits - 1977 and earlier years

For 1977 and earlier years, an individual earned:

• One credit for each calendar quarter in which an individual was paid $50 or more in wages 
(including agricultural wages for 1951-1955),

• Four credits for each taxable year in which an individual’s net earnings from 
SELF-EMPLOYMENT were $400 or more, and/or

• One credit for each $100 (limited to a total of 4 yearly) of agricultural wages paid during the year 
for the years from 1955 through 1977.

Combining Credits with Spouse/Parent(s)

Social Security credits (formerly called “quarters of coverage”) are earned by working at a job or as a 
self-employed individual. Each individual can only be credited with four (4) credits of qualifying 
employment per year based on their OWN employment. 

CalFresh- The individual can use credits of qualifying employment earned by:

• Their current spouse (including those individuals cohabiting and holding themselves out to the 
community as husband and wife by representing themselves as such to relatives, friends, 
neighbors or tradespeople) DURING the spousal relationship 

• Their former spouse if the marriage ended by death, but only for those quarters earned during the 
marriage

•  Their natural, step or adopted parent(s) while they were under 18 years of age

• An adopted child may use the quarters of his adopted parents after the adoption and those of 
his birth parents prior to the adoption

• A step-parent’s credits can be used by the step-child, provided the step-parent relationship still 
exists. The death of the step-parent does not terminate the relationship. Upon divorce, the 
step-parent relationship ceases to exist.

1998 $700*** 1988 $470 1978 $250

MAXIMUM OF 4 CREDITS PER CALENDAR YEAR
*** Beginning in 1997, any credit CANNOT be counted if the individual who earned it 
received any federal means tested public benefit during the quarter for which it was credited.

YEAR AMOUNT NEEDED 
FOR EACH CREDIT YEAR AMOUNT NEEDED 

FOR EACH CREDIT YEAR AMOUNT NEEDED 
FOR EACH CREDIT
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Example:

 A noncitizen “qualified” couple with one noncitizen “qualified” child (age 8) and one citizen child 
(age 5) apply for CalFresh in January 2006. They have lived in the United States for the last 7 
years. The husband has worked for the last 7 years earning $8000 per year and his wife has 
worked part-time for the last 4 years earning $2000 per year. 

Computation of the credits earned by each individual is as follows:

Year Husband Wife

2005 $8000 divided by $640 = 12.5  
4 credits maximum per year

$2000 divided by $640 = 3.13 
Rounded down to 3 credits

2004 $8000 divided by $630 = 12.7  
4 credits maximum per year

$2000 divided by $630 = 3.17 
Rounded down to 3 credits

2003 $8000 divided by $620 = 12.9  
4 credits maximum per year

$2000 divided by $620 = 3.23 
Rounded down to 3 credits

2002 $8000 divided by $590 = 13.5  
4 credits maximum per year

$2000 divided by $590 = 3.38 
Rounded down to 3 credits

2001 $8000 divided by $570 = 14.0  
4 credits maximum per year

N/A

2000 $8000 divided by $540 = 14.8  
4 credits maximum per year

N/A

1999 $8000 divided by $520 = 15.3  
4 credits maximum per year

N/A

TOTAL 4 credits per year times 7 years = 
28 credits total

3 credits per year times 4 years = 
12 credits total

Both noncitizen “qualified” parents have the required 40 credits. The husband has his 28 credits plus 
his wife’s 12 credits = 40 credits and the wife has her 12 credits plus her husband’s 28 credits = 40 
credits. Therefore, the noncitizen “qualified” parents are federally eligible for CalFresh with the children. 
If the parents did not have the required 40 credits, then only the children could receive Federal 
CalFresh, if otherwise eligible. The noncitizen parents would be eligible for the California Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP). 

Note: 

Beginning 1/97, no qualifying quarter can be credited toward the 40 quarter requirement if a 
benefit from a federal means-tested program was received in that quarter.
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Example of Qualifying Employment

Applicant earned $4500 in July-August 2004 and is credited by Social Security with 4 credits (quarters) 
of qualifying employment for the year. No other income is earned for the year. This individual receives 
public assistance in September through December 2004. The credit for the third quarter (July through 
September) and fourth quarter (October through December) CANNOT be counted due to the receipt of 
public assistance during these quarters. However, the credit for the first quarter (January through 
March) and second quarter (April through June) can be counted since he/she received no public 
assistance during these quarters.

Credits of qualifying employment earned PRIOR to 1997 count, whether or not the individual received 
any federal means-tested public benefits during the quarter for which they were credited.

Procedures to Request 40 Quarters Information

The SSA has an automated system that provides information on qualifying quarters and is the agency 
that provides verification of qualifying quarters. The SSA provides a “Quarter of Coverage History” 
report for those individuals for whom it was requested. The report shows a star * in any quarter credited 
(i.e. the individual met the earnings requirement). At the top of the report is a total of credits credited 
through 1996 and a total of credits credited after 1996. Have the 40 Quarter report scanned into the 
IDM system.

Use the following chart to request the 40 quarter data: 
.

If there is... And the person is an... Then...

An alien 
number,

Applicant, A 40-quarter report is automatically generated in CalWIN through 
an interface system with IEVS.  
[Refer to the Search for IEVS Applicant Reports in the OLUM 
for access instructions.]

New applicant member or a 
current recipient

The EW must:
• Enter the alien number for the individual USCIS.
A 40-quarter report is generated in CalWIN through an interface 
system with IEVS when an application is taken to add a new 
person. 
However if an IEVS report is NOT received, the EW can do a 
Forced Add Transaction to MEDS to generate an IEVS report 
which includes the 40-quarter data. [Refer to Send a Forced 
Add Transaction to MEDs in the OLUM for instructions.]

No alien 
number,

A “Request for Meds Terminal Operator Action” (SCD 1296) must be submitted to request an 
AP20/25 transaction. Complete the SCD 1296 and for a: 

Applicant or 
Recipient,

Enter all 8’s for the alien number. This provides the 40 quarter 
report and an IEVS report on wages and UI/DI only.

Non AU/Household 
Members,

Enter all 9’s for the alien number. This provides the 40 quarter 
report and a complete IEVS report.
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Processing the Report

Process the work quarter report when received according to this chart:

If... Then.

The existing SSA records support the 
individual’s claim of sufficient credits of 
qualifying employment,

The noncitizen and any other noncitizens whose eligibility is 
contingent on this individual having the 40 credits of qualifying 
employment meet the “exception criteria” and are eligible for federal 
public benefits.

The existing SSA records do NOT support the 
individual’s claim of sufficient credits of 
qualifying employment, but the 
applicant/recipient believes the information 
provided by SSA is incomplete or inaccurate, 

The noncitizen and any other noncitizens whose eligibility is 
contingent on this individual having the 40 credits of qualifying 
employment are not eligible for Federal Benefits.
Explore eligibility for State Benefits (i.e.: CFAP, State CalWORKs, 
etc.).
Advise the client of the appeal procedure available through the 
Social Security Administration (SSA). SSA will assist the individual 
to determine if such credits can be established and provide them 
with proof that the number of credits of qualifying employment is 
under review. 

The existing SSA records do NOT support the 
individual’s claim of sufficient credits of 
qualifying employment, but the applicant 
believes the information provided by SSA is 
incomplete or inaccurate due to missing Lag 
Quarters or non-covered earnings,

Have the noncitizen provide:
• EMPLOYER-PREPARED wage statements 
• W-2 or W-2c, or
• Internal Revenue Service copy of the income tax return.
[Refer to “Example of Qualifying Employment,” page 
9-24] for information on how to determine credits of qualifying 
employment based on reported earnings.]
Add the number of credits determined countable from lag quarters 
or non-covered employment to the number of credits reported on 
the work quarter report.
If the noncitizen then has the required 40 credits, the noncitizen and 
any other noncitizens whose eligibility is contingent on this 
individual having the 40 credits of qualifying employment are eligible 
for federal benefits.
• Set an alert to request a new work quarter report at the next 

recertification, if appropriate.
If the noncitizen then does NOT have the required 40 credits of 
qualifying employment, or can not provide verification of the Lag 
Quarters or non-covered earnings, see the following box.
Explore eligibility for State Benefits (i.e.: CFAP, State CalWORKs, 
etc.).

The final determination from SSA indicates that 
the individual (in combination with his/her 
spouse and/or parent(s)) has the required 40 
credits of qualifying employment,

The noncitizen and any other noncitizens whose eligibility is 
contingent on this individual having the 40 credits of qualifying 
employment are eligible (if otherwise eligible) for federal benefits.
Change the individual(s) from CFAP or State CalWORKs to federal 
CalFresh or federal CalWORKs.

The final determination from SSA indicates that 
the individual [in combination with his/her 
spouse and/or parent(s)] does NOT have the 
required 40 credits of qualifying employment,

No action required. Person remains on CFAP/State CalWORKs.
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9.3.15 Hmong or Highland Laotian Tribal Members 

Definition

A Hmong or Highland Laotian Tribal Member is an individual who is legally residing in the U.S., and 
who was a member of a Hmong or Highland Laotian tribe. For CalFresh, the member must be from the 
tribe while assistance was rendered to U.S. personnel by taking part in a military or rescue operation 
during the Vietnam era. This would include the spouse, unremarried surviving spouse, or unmarried 
dependent child(ren) of tribal members.

Rule

The CalFresh program has made an exception for the Hmong and Highland Laotians under Section 
508 of the Agriculture Research, Extension, and Education Reform Act (AREERA). This act amends 
Section 402 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) and 
grants the Hmong/Highland Laotian Tribal Members from tribes who aided U.S. personnel in Vietnam 
eligible for CalFresh. They are not required to meet the definition of “qualified aliens”. [Refer to 
CalFresh Handbook, “Federally Eligible Qualified Non-Citizens Without Additional Condition or Waiting 
Period,” page 14-13 for further instructions.]

Documents

Documentation may appear on the following documents:

• I-551 “Permanent Resident” card (5/1/97 Revision)
• Pink or white I-551 “Resident Alien” card
• Blue I-151 Alien Registration Receipt Card (7/1/72 Revision)
• I-94 Arrival/Departure Record
• Unexpired Foreign Passport with K-551 Stamp.

The EW can check the Refugee Data Center (RDC) Highland Lao List for the tribal member’s name. 
This list only includes eligible Hmong and Highland Laotian refugees who entered the U.S. after 1979. 
Even though a name may not appear on the list, it is not all inclusive. The information must be 
requested from USCIS using secondary SAVE for tribal members.

Usual verification of relationship documents will be accepted. Attestation or presentation of appropriate 
documentation of familial relationship will also be accepted.
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9.3.16 Jay Treaty Indians

Definition

North American Indians born in Canada, who have at least 50% Indian blood, fall under the “Jay Treaty” 
and can freely pass between the United States and Canada.

Rule

Jay Treaty Indians are considered lawful permanent residents when present in the U.S. They do have 
to apply with USCIS for this status.

Documents

In addition to USCIS and/or court documents, the person must have proof (including birth records) 
certifying that the a Canadian-born person is of 50% Indian blood, such as affidavits from tribal officials 
to this effect, or other clear proof of this status.

9.3.17 Lautenberg Parolee

Public Law 101-67, also known as the Specter Amendment (formerly the Lautenberg Amendment) 
allows for the adjustment of status for individuals who are nationals of the former Soviet Union, who 
were denied refugee status, to be paroled into the U.S. These parolees may apply for LPR status if they 
were paroled into the U.S. between August 15, 1988 and September 30, 2004.

Today, this provision is limited to only those from the former Soviet Union, or from Estonia, Latvia or 
Lithuania, and include (but are not necessarily limited to) those of the Jewish faith, Evangelical 
Christians and Ukrainian Christians of the Orthodox and Roman Catholic denominations. The Specter 
Amendment also expanded protection to include religious minorities from Iran. Prior to mid-1994, these 
provisions were available to certain individuals from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos, as well as 
individuals from the Soviet Union.

These parolees are eligible to adjust to LPR status after one year of residence in the U.S. These 
individuals must have applied for refugee status abroad, been denied, and instead granted parolee 
status.

9.3.18 Lawful Permanent Residents

Definition

Lawful Permanent Residents (LPR) are noncitizens who are lawfully admitted for permanent residence 
by USCIS. These noncitizens may also have entered the country with an immigrant visa or adjusted 
their status after entering as a non-immigrant, refugee, or asylee.
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LPRs:

• Have permission to live and work permanently in the U.S.

• Can travel outside the U.S. and return, as long as they do not abandon their U.S. residence

• Can apply for naturalization to become a U.S. citizen after 5 years (3 years if married to a U.S. 
citizen)

• Are eligible to bring family members to reside in the country.

Rule

LPRs are eligible for federal/state public benefits.

Documents

The following documents may be acceptable documentation of lawful permanent status:

• I-94 that states “Processed for I-551. Temporary evidence of lawful admission for permanent 
residence valid until _____________. Employment authorized”

• I-551 which replaced the I-151, AR3 and AR3a

• A foreign passport stamped showing unexpired temporary evidence of LPR status

• I-327 “Reentry Permit” which is given to an LPR when traveling outside of the U.S. for an 
extended period of time.

I-551 Form/card, Front and Back (current version)
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Previous I-551 Form, Front and Back

Older I-551 Form, Front and Back

Temporary I-551, Machine Readable Immigration Visa (MRIV)
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9.3.19 Match Grant

Definition

Jewish Family Services (JFS), Catholic Charities, Resettlement and Employment Programs (USCC), 
and the International Rescue Committee (IRC) provide financial aid and services to newly arrived 
refugees when at least one member of a refugee family is employable. This program is called the 
“Match Grant” program.

Rule

The applicant should come to the Social Service Agency (SSA) with a “Match Grant Referral Slip” from 
the Match Grant Agency. If the applicant does not have this form we have no way of knowing that they 
are Match Grant recipients. EWs must ask refugee applicants if they are in the “Match Grant” program.

There is NO law that bars the Match Grant Refugee from receiving public assistance. If the Match Grant 
Refugee applies for assistance and is otherwise eligible, aid must be established. However, if Match 
Grant applicants receive cash assistance from the SSA, they will lose their eligibility to ALL “Match 
Grant” services from JFS, USCC or IRC. The services offered include: clothing, specialized 
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employment help, furniture, TVs, computers - many more services than this agency can provide. It is to 
the clients advantage to stay on Match Grant. The EW must tell the client they may lose those services 
by accepting cash assistance.

When the client chooses RCA over Match Grant and aid is established, the “Match Grant Notification of 
Application for Assistance” (SCD 1000) must be sent to USCC, JFS or IRC, as appropriate. This is to 
insure that these agencies are aware of who is paying what, to avoid overpayments.

Match Grant is only issued for the first four months from the client’s date of entry. If the client applies for 
RCA anytime from month five to month eight they are eligible for cash assistance.

Match Grant Refugees are not sponsored.

Documents

The following documents may be acceptable documentation of refugee status for the Match Grant 
Program:

I-94

That states one of the following:

• “Paroled as a refugee or asylee” under section 212(d)(5)
• “Admitted as a refugee” under Section 207
• “Granted asylum” under Section 208, 208(a)
• “Admitted as a conditional” under Section 203(a)(7)
• Admitted with an immigration status not listed above that entitled the individual to refugee 

assistance prior to enactment of the Refugee Act of 1980.

I-151 or I-551

Showing lawful permanent status attained with one of the following codes:

• RE6, RE7, RE8
• R86
• Y-1-16, Y64.

I-688B

With the appropriate citation, 274a.12(a)(4), plus additional verification.
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9.3.20 Nationals

A national of the U.S. is defined as an individual who, though not a citizen of the U.S., owes permanent 
allegiance to the U.S. Nationals can enter the U.S. at any time without going through immigration 
procedure. Presently, the term “nationals” apply to:

• People born in American Samoa and Swain’s Island after December 24, 1952; and

• Residents of the Northern Mariana Islands who choose not to become U.S. citizens.

9.3.21 Parolees

Definition

Parolees are persons who normally would not be admissible to the U.S. but are allowed to enter 
temporarily for humanitarian, medical, and legal reasons, usually under emergency circumstances. 
Parolees are allowed in the country either “indefinitely” or for a specific period of time. Those allowed in 
the country for a specific period of time are not eligible. Those allowed “indefinitely” are eligible and may 
later be allowed to adjust their status to asylee.

Rule

Noncitizens entering the U.S. as parolees are given immigration status of:

• Paroled as a Refugee or Cuban/Haitian, or
• Humanitarian Parolee (HP), or
• Public Interest Parolee (PIP).

Noncitizens paroled as Refugees and Cuban/Haitians are eligible for the RCA/RMA and ECA/EMA 
programs and are not sponsored. HPs and PIPs are NOT refugees and, therefore are not eligible for 
RCA/RMA and ECA/EMA programs, and may or may not be sponsored. The EW must ask each HP or 
PIP if they are sponsored. HPs and PIPs who are paroled for more than 1 year may be federally 
eligible. HPs and PIPs who are paroled for less than 1 year may be eligible for state only benefits. 

A PIP’s documentation may expire while they are waiting to receive lawful permanent resident (LPR) 
status. USCIS will not issue new current documentation while they are pending LPR status, i.e., no 
extension stickers. When the client verifies pending LPR status with expired PIP documentation, they 
remain eligible for benefits as PRUCOL, if they remain otherwise eligible.
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Documents

The following chart applies:

PAROLEE DOCUMENT

Refugee Persons who fear persecution are paroled into the U.S. as refugees. They will be issued an 
I-94 showing Section 212(d)(5) or stamped Section “207”. They may also have an I-688B 
indicating INA Section 274a.12(a)(4). [Refer to “Refugees,” page 9-38]].

Humanitarian & Public 
Interest Parolee

A HP or PIP may receive an I-94 (Arrival-Departure Record-Parole Edition) which states 
paroled into the U.S. under Section 212(d)(5). They may also have an I-688B indicating the 
provision of law: 274a.12(c)11, (paroled for emergency or public interest reasons).

9.3.22 Private Sector Initiative

Definition

The Private Sector Initiative (PSI) is a program that admits and resettles refugees through 
privately-funded sponsorships. The State Department requires the PSI to provide full support for the 
refugee for two years, or until the refugee is self-supporting, whichever comes first. The PSI must 
provide each refugee it sponsors with all of the following:

• Arrival arrangements
• Temporary housing
• Early employment
• Food, clothing and other basic needs
• Information about obtaining Social Security cards
• Assistance with school registration for children
• On-going health care and medical insurance for two years if the refugee cannot pay for health 

insurance during this time.

PSI Projects

The two PSI projects which have been approved by the State Department are:

• The Cuban American National Foundation, known as “The Foundation”. “The Foundation” 
sponsors and resettles Cuban refugees. Many of the refugees sponsored by “The Foundation” are 
resettled in the Los Angeles area

• The Federation of Zoroastrian Association of North America (FEZANA). FEZANA sponsors and 
resettles Iranian Zoroastrian refugees. Many of the refugees sponsored by FEZANA are being 
resettled in the San Francisco Bay Area as well as Los Angeles.
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Rule

There is NO law that bars a refugee who receives PSI from receiving public assistance. [Refer to 
CalWORKs Handbook, “Refer to “Sponsored Non-Citizen [EAS 43-119.1],” page 19-19 for Sponsored 
Non-Citizens,” page 24-1, for Agency Sponsorship requirements.] If the refugee applies for assistance 
and is otherwise eligible, aid must be established.

If the sponsor contacts the EW to determine whether any refugee resettled under their PSI program has 
applied for cash, medical or CalFresh assistance, the EW must obtain a “Authorization to Release 
Information” (SCD 1029) signed by the refugee prior to responding to the sponsor. This consent allows 
the requesting organization access to confidential information about the individual(s).

The EW must take the following steps when the noncitizen is involved in a PSI program:

STEP ACTION

1. Contact the refugee's sponsor or VOLAG to verify what assistance they are providing the refugee.

2. Verify whether the refugee has refused an offer of employment or voluntarily quit a job within 30 days. 
Use “VOLAG/Sponsor” (SCD 1468).

3. Send a memo for any case that includes PSI refugees to the Refugee Program Coordinator (Julian 
Street.) with the following information:
• Case name
• Case number
• Number of people in the AU
• Grant amount.

Documents

PSI sponsored refugees will have an I-94 stating:

• “This refugee admitted under sponsorship of the (name of sponsoring agency). Private financial 
resources are available.

If public assistance is sought, please call (telephone number of sponsoring agency).”

9.3.23 Privately Funded Soviet Jewish Refugees

Definition

The Council of Jewish Federations/Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (CJF/HIAS) is privately funding 
admission and resettlement in the U.S. of up to 8,000 Soviet Jewish Refugees. Approximately 1,000 of 
these individuals will resettle in the State of California. The CJF/HIAS is responsible for the cost of 
admission and resettlement of this specialized group of refugees. CJF/HIAS will provide support for two 
years after admission to the U.S. or until the refugee attains PRS under the INA, whichever comes first. 
CJF/HIAS support includes:
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• Processing
• Documentation
• Medical Examination
• Reception, and
• Placement.

Rule

There is NO law that bars the refugee who receives CJF/HIAS from receiving public assistance. [Refer 
to CalWORKs Handbook, “Refer to “Sponsored Non-Citizen [EAS 43-119.1],” page 19-19 for 
Sponsored Non-Citizens,” page 24-1, for Agency Sponsorship requirements.] If the refugee applies for 
assistance and is otherwise eligible, aid must be established.

If the sponsor contacts the EW to determine whether any refugee under their program has applied for 
cash, medical or CalFresh assistance, the EW must obtain a “Authorization to Release Information” 
(SCD 1029) signed by the refugee prior to responding to the sponsor. This consent allows the 
requesting organization access to confidential information about the specific individual(s). The EW must 
take the following steps:

STEP ACTION

1. Contact the refugee's sponsor or VOLAG to verify what assistance they are providing the refugee.

2. Verify whether the refugee has refused an offer of employment or voluntarily quit a job within 30 days. 
Use “VOLAG/Sponsor” (SCD 1468).

3. Send a memo for any case that includes a CJF/HIAS sponsored refugee to the Refugee Program 
Coordinator (Julian Street) with the following information: 
• Case name 
• Case number 
• Number of people in the AU
• Grant amount.

Documents

CJF/HIAS sponsored refugees will have an I-94 stating:

• “This refugee is sponsored by the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society and (name of local Jewish 
organization). Private resources are available. 
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9.3.24 PRUCOL

Definition

“Permanently Residing in the United States Under Color of Law” (PRUCOL) is a term defined by 
regulations and court decisions to describe categories of noncitizens who are potentially eligible for 
certain public benefits. 

PRUCOL is not a separate USCIS immigration classification (such as Lawful Permanent Resident, 
Amnesty, etc.). It is a term applied to persons in order to determine eligibility for public benefits in 
California. The public benefits covered by PRUCOL are CalWORKs, Foster Care and Medi-Cal. 

Rule

Some PRUCOL noncitizens meet the definition of a qualified noncitizen. Eligibility for these noncitizens 
should be evaluated in accordance with qualified noncitizen rules.

PRUCOL noncitizens who are not qualified noncitizens may still be eligible for cash aid and full scope 
Medi-Cal, but they are not eligible for CalFresh. 

PRUCOL eligibility varies by program.

IMMIGRATION STATUS Qualified 
Noncitizen

Admitted pursuant to 8 USC 1153(a)(7), (INA section 203(a)(7) Refugee-Conditional Entry YES

Paroled under 212(d)(5) YES - (If 1 year 
or more)

Cuban/Haitian s YES

Noncitizens with approved Immediate relative petition and their families covered by the petition who 
are entitled to voluntary departure and whose departure the USCIS does not contemplate enforcing.

NO

Noncitizens who have properly filed for adjustment of status under INA section 245 NO

Noncitizens granted stays of deportation by court order, statue, or 8 USC 1105(a) (INA Section 106) NO

Noncitizens granted asylum pursuant to 8 USC 1157 (INA Section 208) YES

Noncitizens admitted as refugees pursuant to 8 USC 1157 (INA Section 207) YES

Noncitizens admitted as refugees pursuant to 8 USC 1153(a)(7) (INA Section 203(a)(7) YES

Noncitizens granted voluntary departure pursuant to 8 USC 1252(b) (INA Section 242(b) or 8 CFR 
242.5 whose departure USCIS does not contemplate enforcing.

NO

Noncitizens granted deferred action status NO

Noncitizens residing in the United States under orders of supervision pursuant to 8 USC 1252(d) 
(INA Section 242)

NO
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A client must submit valid and current documents verifying his or her PRUCOL status prior to the 
issuance of benefits. USCIS no longer responds to requests to verify whether a non-citizen falls under 
the PRUCOL category. As a result, submitting a Secondary SAVE will not verify a client’s PRUCOL 
status. [Refer to Common Place Handbook Chapter 11, SAVE for detailed information on the process.]

Undocumented noncitizens who claim PRUCOL on the basis that they are here with the knowledge 
and permission of the USCIS and the USCIS does not contemplate deporting them are not eligible for 
CalFresh or CalWORKs but may be eligible for full-scope Medi-Cal.

For Medi-Cal, EWs must apply the alien presumptive eligibility rules for noncitizens who seek PRUCOL. 
[Refer to Medi-Cal Handbook, “Citizenship/Immigration Status,” page 6-1] 

For Foster Care, PRUCOL status can be requested for noncitizen children without documentation who 
are in court-ordered out-of-home placement. (This process is similar to the Medi-Cal PRUCOL process. 
The Social Worker completes the “G-845 Supplement - PRUCOL” [MC 845] on behalf of the child.)

Documents

PRUCOL noncitizens may be issued one of the following documents (this is not an exhaustive list):

• I-94 showing “Paroled as a Refugee, Humanitarian Parolee or Public Interest Parolee”.

• I-688B indicating the following:

• 274a.12(c)11”Paroled for emergent or public interest reasons”
• 274a.12(c)12 “Indefinite Voluntary Departure”
• 274a.12(c)13 “Stay of deportation”.

Noncitizens who have entered and continuously resided in the United States since before January 1, 
1972 (or any date established by 8 USC 1259)(INA Section 249)

NO

Noncitizens granted suspension of deportation pursuant to 8 USC 1254 (INA Section 244) and 
whose departure the USCIS does not contemplate enforcing.

NO

Noncitizens whose deportation has been withheld pursuant to USC Section 1253(h) (INA Section 
243(h))

YES

Any other noncitizen living in the United States with the knowledge and permission of the USCIS 
and whose departure the USCIS does not contemplate enforcing.

NO

IMMIGRATION STATUS Qualified 
Noncitizen
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9.3.25 Refugees

Definition

Refugees are given permission to come to the U.S. because they have a fear of persecution in their 
own country. They receive refugee status prior to entry. For a general definition, refugees may include 
the following noncitizens:

• Amerasians
• Conditional s
• Cuban/Haitian s
• Humanitarian Parolees
• “Mariel” Cubans
• Match Grant Refugees
• Orderly Departure Refugees
• “Paroled” as an Asylee
• “Paroled” as a Refugee
• Private Funded Jewish Refugees
• Public Interest Parolees
• Public Sector Refugees.

Some of the above noncitizens may be eligible as qualified noncitizens depending on the program for 
which they are applying. 

Rule

Refugees meet the definition of “qualified noncitizen” for the first seven years in the U.S. and are 
eligible for all federal public benefits. Seven years after their date of entry they lose their “qualified 
noncitizen” status and are no longer eligible for federal means-tested public benefits as refugees. 

Refugees:

• Are NOT sponsored
• May convert to permanent resident status after one year of residence in the U.S.
• Can apply for an I-688B employment authorization document, and
• May be eligible for RCA/ECA/RMA/EMA during the first 8 months from the date of entry on the 

I-94.

CalWORKs

Refugees are qualified aliens who meet the exception criteria, and if otherwise eligible, are eligible for 
federal public benefits immediately upon arrival. There is no five-year ban.
Update #22-06Page 9-38



Medi-CalCommon Place 9. Noncitizen Categories and USCIS Codes
CalFresh

Individuals are eligible for federal CalFresh as refugees for the first seven years after being granted that 
status. When the 7-year period ends, refugees remain federally eligible, since they then qualify for 
another exception (Having legally resided in the U.S. as a “Qualified Noncitizen” for five (5) years or 
longer). No further determination is required.

Medi-Cal

Individuals are eligible for federally funded Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA) coverage as refugees 
for 8 months.

Documents

Refugees may have any of the following documents:

I-94, referencing any of the following: 

• Paroled as a Refugee, Section 207 or 212(d)(5) 
• Conditional, Section 203 
• Cuban/Haitian, Section 502(e)
• Kurdish and Iraqi Asylees granted asylum under Section 208 or 208(a).

I-551 — with lawful permanent status. 

I-571 — Refugee Travel Document 

I-688B — annotated 274a12(a)(3)

I-766 — annotated “A3”.

9.3.26 Sponsored Noncitizens 

Definition

Sponsored noncitizens are admitted into the United States because another person or group has 
completed an affidavit of support which attests that they have sufficient income and resources to meet 
the noncitizen's needs. 

Sponsorship does not apply to the following categories of noncitizens:

• Refugees
• Asylees, and
• Persons paroled as “refugees”.
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Affidavits of Support

The I-134 affidavit, which was used prior to December 19, 1997, only required the sponsor to support 
the sponsored individual for three years from their date of entry. Noncitizens whose sponsor signed an 
I-134 “Affidavit of Support” are no longer subject to sponsor deeming rules. 

USCIS began using the revised “Affidavit of Support” (I-864 and I-864A) on  
December 19, 1997. The I-864 or I-864A is a legally binding contract which a sponsor has executed on 
behalf of a noncitizen as a condition of the noncitizen’s entry or admission into the United States. If the 
sponsor signed the I-864 or I-864A he/she is legally liable for the support of the noncitizen he/she 
sponsored until the noncitizen:

• Achieves United States citizenship through naturalization; or
• Has 40 qualifying quarters of work history; or
• Dies; or 
• Is no longer a noncitizen lawfully admitted for permanent residence and leaves the United States. 

Sponsorship Deeming of Income/Resources

“Deeming” is the process used to determine available income and resources from the sponsor. 
Sponsorship deeming rules apply to the CalWORKs, Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI), 
General Assistance and CalFresh programs. 

Note: 

Each program’s rules for deeming are different including how long to deem, amount to deem 
and exceptions to deeming. Refer to the appropriate Program Handbook for the applicable 
rules.

Sponsored noncitizen “deeming” rules do not apply to:

• Refugee Cash Assistance
• Medi-Cal programs.

Policy

Sponsorship must be explored in the same way that all other aspects of eligibility are explored, such as 
income and property (you must ask). Carefully explore the circumstances under which the client 
entered the U.S. and whether they may or may not be sponsored. Applications shall not be approved 
until sponsorship is determined.

In the case of questionable sponsorship, a request can be sent through the Systematic Alien 
Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) system for validation. The sponsorship data can be obtained only 
through the secondary verification process. Inquiries must follow the normal secondary procedures with 
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a specific request as to whether there is an affidavit of support on file for this person and if so, request a 
copy. Refer to the guidelines below to determine if sponsorship regulations apply.

Guidelines

If an applicant/recipient identifies themselves as a “noncitizen” on the Statement of Facts, the following 
guidelines will help to determine if the sponsorship regulations apply.:

IF THE NONCITIZEN... THEN THE EW...

Gives inconsistent or unclear information, Must clarify the situation.

Continues to give conflicting information, Requests secondary SAVE to obtain information regarding 
sponsorship if unable to clarify the situation with the client.

States they are not sponsored, Assumes that there is no sponsor unless there is conflicting 
information.

Does not know if they have been sponsored, Assumes that there is a sponsor and initiates secondary SAVE 
to determine sponsorship.

States they are sponsored and the sponsor 
is cooperating,

Applies the income and resource deeming regulations. Approves 
or denies as appropriate.

States they are sponsored and the sponsor 
refuses to cooperate,

Denies the application for the sponsored noncitizen(s). 
Remember that citizen children of sponsored noncitizens remain 
eligible; only the sponsored noncitizen(s) is ineligible.

States they are sponsored and have tried to 
get their sponsor to cooperate and have 
failed,

Denies the application for the sponsored noncitizen(s). 
Remember that citizen children of sponsored noncitizens remain 
eligible; only the sponsored noncitizen(s) is ineligible.

Documents

The sponsored noncitizen may or may not have in their possession an “Affidavit of Support”. The 
“Affidavit of Support” will be the I-134 if dated prior to 12/19/97 or the I-864 if dated after 12/19/97.

[Refer to Common Place Handbook Chapter 10, Section 10.2.4 for different affidavit of support 
documents/forms.]

9.3.27 Temporary Protected Status

Definition

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is a noncitizen status granted temporarily to some nationals of 
certain foreign states. The designation of a foreign state is based on an ongoing armed conflict, natural 
disaster, or other extraordinary and temporary condition. Noncitizens who are nationals of such a state 
are prevented from safely returning. This status is granted only to those persons already in the U.S.
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Rule

The granting of TPS status does not allow noncitizens to be considered Permanently Residing in the 
United States Under the Color of Law (PRUCOL). Therefore, there is no eligibility for public benefits.

Noncitizens granted TPS are authorized to stay in the U.S. for a specified time and may not be 
deported during this period. They may be authorized to work. After the time period expires, either their 
status may be extended or they may be required to leave the country. Noncitizens granted TPS are not 
sponsored noncitizens.

Documents

At this time, no specific information is known about the documents the TPS person will have. They may 
have a copy of their “Application for TPS” (I-821). Since they are authorized to work, they could have an 
I-688B [X REF 16.11] but the provision of law for TPS is not known at this time.

9.3.28 Trafficking Victims

Definition

Trafficking victims are undocumented non-citizens subjected to acts induced by force, fraud, coercion 
or involuntary labor. The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR) has the authority to certify the victims.

Rule

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000 made victims of severe forms of trafficking 
eligible for benefits and services to the same extent as refugees. The TVPA was reauthorized and 
amended by the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA) of 2003. The TVPRA 
provides that certain family members of trafficking victims are eligible for benefits and services to the 
same extent as refugees effective December 19, 2003

Victims of trafficking may not always possess standard identity documents such as driver’s licenses or 
social security cards. States cannot require that applicants for ORR-funded assistance and services 
provide social security numbers.The state may not delay, deny or discontinue assistance pending the 
issuance of their social security numbers. EWs must assist applicants to apply for social security 
numbers or non-work social security numbers.

In the application process, the EW must verify the immigration status of these noncitizens for CalFresh 
and CalWORKs purposes as follows:

The Department of Homeland Security’s Systemic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) system is 
not to be contacted for information about these non-immigrant family members.
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• Accept the original ORR certification letter. No documentation is required.

• For family members, the non-immigrant T-2, T-3, T-4, or T-5 Visa is to be accepted as 
documentation of eligibility. No documentation is required.

• Prior to authorizing benefits, EWs must call the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) toll 
free-trafficking verification line at 1-866-401-5510 to verify the validity of the certification letter 
and/or notify ORR of the benefits for which the individual has applied. Regulations require that 
ORR be notified when a trafficking victim or trafficking victim’s family member applies for public 
benefits. 

• The Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlement (SAVE) system DOES NOT contain information 
about victims of trafficking or their nonimmigrant family members. Do NOT request a SAVE 
verification.

• Note the “entry date” for refugee benefits purposes. Eligibility for benefits can NOT begin prior to 
the certified date of entry.

• The date of entry for the trafficking victim will be the ORR certification date on the certification 
letter.

• The date of entry for trafficking victim’s family members is:

• The Notice Date on the Form I-797, Notice of Action of approval of the individual’s Derivative 
T Visa for a non-citizen individual who is already present in the United States (U.S.) on the 
date the Derivative T Visa is issued. 

• The date of entry stamped on the individual’s passport or I-94 Arrival Record for a 
non-citizen individual who enters the U.S. on the basis of a Derivative T Visa.

• Issue CalFresh and cash aid benefits to the same extent as a refugee if the applicant meets all 
other program eligibility criteria.

• Record the expiration date of the certification letter. The initial ORR certification letters have an 
expiration date eight months from the initial certification date.

Certification

HHS may certify an adult victim of trafficking who:

• Is willing to assist in every reasonable way in the investigation and prosecution of trafficking 
cases, and

• Has made a bona fide application for a “T” visa OR is a person whose continued presence the 
Attorney General is ensuring to effectuate a prosecution of traffickers.
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Minors, under 18 years old, who have been subjected to trafficking are eligible for benefits to the same 
extent as refugees, without having to be certified. ORR issues letters of eligibility, similar to adult 
certification letters, for children.

The ORR has been delegated the authority to make certification determinations and issue a 
“Certification Letter” for victims of trafficking. After November 6, 2001, certification letters for adults and 
eligibility letters for children no longer contain expiration dates. As the initial certification letters begin 
the expire ORR will issue “Recertification Letters”. The recertification letters will not have an expiration 
date and will contain a lowercase “r” beside the HHS tracking number.The original entry date will not 
change. The Recertification letter is confirmation that the individual continues to meet the certification 
requirements. 

Other federal government agencies are not authorized to issue certifications. 
EWs should not contact the Bureau of United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), 
formerly Immigration and Naturalization Services (INS).

EWs must call the trafficking verification line at 1 (866) 401-5510:

• If an individual presents an expired certification letter, or
• To confirm the validity of a certification letter.

Documents

Victims of trafficking do NOT need to hold a certain immigration status in order to receive benefits. 
Some victims of trafficking may hold a variety of immigration documents including an I-94 
Arrival/Departure Card with a stamp showing parole under section 212(d)(5) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, an employment authorization document, or proof of deferred action or an order of 
supervision.

Reminder:

Victims of trafficking must be certified by ORR in order to receive benefits. 

Family members of trafficking victims are awarded a “Derivative T Visa” (T-2, T-3, T-4 or T-5) as follows:

If the trafficking victim who is awarded 
a T Visa was...

Then the Derivative T Visas are available to the  
trafficking victim’s...

Under 21 years of age on the date the 
T Visa application was filed,

Spouse, children, parents, and unmarried siblings who were  
under 18 years of age on the date the T Visa application was filed.

21 years of age or older on the date 
the T Visa application 
was filed,

Spouse and children.

[Refer to CalWORKs Handbook “Human Trafficking Victims,” page 60-5]
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9.3.29 Victims of Domestic Violence and Other Serious Crimes

Victims of domestic violence and other serious crimes are persons who have suffered substantial 
physical and/or mental abuse as a result of having been victims of criminal activity involving, or similar 
to, the following violations: rape, torture, incest, domestic violence, sexual assault, and numerous other 
felonies.

Eligibility For Services and Benefits

Unlike human trafficking applicants, to be eligible for TCVAP benefits and services, domestic violence 
and other serious crime victims must have proof that they have either filed for or received a U Visa. 
Domestic violence and other serious crime victim applicants cannot use a sworn statement as proof of 
eligibility and must provide documentation that they have filed an application for or have been 
approved for a U Visa to be eligible for TCVAP benefits.

Documentation

Once the applicant has provided proof that they have filed for or been granted a U Visa, the county 
must accept this documentation as sufficient evidence that they are a victim of a crime. Additional 
verification can not be requested regarding the circumstances of their victimization. 

Note: 

The CalWORKs requirement to obtain a sworn statement from domestic violence victims does 
not apply to TCVAP applicants. 

Required documentation for determining TCVAP eligibility must include at least one of the following:

• The applicant’s U Visa; or

• A confirmation receipt or letter from the USCIS verifying that an application for U Visa has been 
filed; or

• A fee receipt (Form I-797) for an employment authorization request based on an application for a 
U Visa; or

• A copy of an application for a U Visa (Form I-918); or

• An EAD issued under Category “A19” or “A20” for an approved U Visa applicant.
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Note: 

Unlike victims of human trafficking, domestic violence and serious crime victims are not granted 
Continued Presence (CP). For most noncitizen victims of domestic violence and/or a serious 
crime, it is implicit in their status to assist or prepare to assist law enforcement with the 
investigation or prosecution of criminal activities.

[Refer to CalWORKs Handbook Chapter 60, Section 60.2.4 for additional information on victims of 
domestic violence and other serious crimes.]

9.3.30 Undocumented Persons

Definition

Undocumented persons are noncitizens who are not authorized to be or remain in the U.S. 
Undocumented persons generally do not have valid, current documents. These include persons who:

• Entered the U.S. without legal entry

• Entered the U.S. as a non-immigrant but violated the conditions of their stay; that is they worked 
without authorization by, or overstayed the allowed period 

• Entered with fraudulent documents or without proper documents and are deportable on the 
grounds that they should have been excluded.

Rule

Undocumented persons are immediately deportable and are not authorized to work unless the has 
given specific work authorization. Special work authorization may be given for the following reasons:

• Persons waiting for adjudication of an adjustment of status application
• Persons waiting consular appointments for visas
• Persons with pending political asylum applications.

9.3.31 Veteran Status

Definition

The individual who is a veteran or is on active duty in the United States Armed Forces and his or her 
spouse or unmarried dependent child(ren), or the unremarried surviving spouse of a deceased veteran 
or active duty service member may be eligible with Veteran status if the individual: 

• Has an “Honorable” Discharge” (not on account of alienage) and
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• Fulfills the minimum active-duty service requirements in the United States Armed Forces.This 
includes the: Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast Guard.

Rule

Qualified Noncitizens who meet the definition of a veteran are immediately eligible for federal public 
benefits.

Documents

Honorable Discharge

Honorable Discharge is verified by one of the following:

• A Discharge Certificate (DD Form 214), or its equivalent.

• The DD Form 214 or equivalent document that shows two or more years of continuous active 
duty in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps or Coast Guard, with “Honorable” discharge 

• If the DD Form 214 or equivalent document has an original enlistment date prior to 
September 7, 1980, there is no minimum active duty service requirement

• If the enlistment date is after September 7, 1986, and shows less than two years of service, 
refer the Veteran to the Veterans Service Office for clarification using the “Veterans’ Benefits 
Verification and Referral” (CA 5)

• If documentation is questionable, refer the Veteran to the Veterans Service Office for 
clarification using the “Veterans’ Benefits Verification and Referral” (CA 5).

Any other reason for discharge does not qualify. “Under Honorable Discharge” is not an honorable 
discharge for these purposes.

Active Duty

“Active Duty” status as a member of the Armed Forces means the individual is on full time duty in the 
United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps or Coast Guard. It does not include National Guard 
Duty.

“Active Duty for Training” does not establish eligible status but these individuals should be referred to 
Veterans Services to establish possible Veteran status.

Service members on Active Duty must provide one of the following:
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• A current Military Identification Card (DD Form 2 [Active]). This document will have an expiration 
date

• If the card will expire within one year, the service member must show his current military orders

• If the applicant is unable to present their military orders, active duty can be verified by the 
Service Member through “Real Time Automated Personnel Identification System (RAPIDS) 
located at many military installations

• A member of a Reserve component must establish status by showing a current DD Form 2 
[Reserve] card AND military active duty orders.

Spouse, Unmarried Dependent Child, Unmarried Surviving Spouse

The Veteran’s or active duty service member’s status must be verified first. If the Veteran’s or active 
duty status is qualifying, then the appropriate relationship must be verified. 

1. Spouse: Spousal relationship can be verified by the following:

• Possession of a current Military Identification Card (DD Form 1173) showing the individual is 
married to a veteran or active duty member. A DD Form 1173 with an expiration date of more 
than one year from the date of its presentation presumptively meets the active duty 
requirement. 
 
When the DD Form 1173 is due to expire within one year the spouse must provide a copy of the 
military orders for his or her spouse to establish the active duty status of the service member. If 
married to a reserve member the orders must show that the service member is on active duty 
and not on active duty for training

• Verification via the CA 5 process, or

• Relationship may be verified by the RAPIDS system.

2. Unmarried Dependent Child: A child (including adopted) is defined as under the age of 18, or if 
a full time student, age 22. This can include a disabled child, age 18 or older, if the child was 
disabled and dependent on the active duty member or veteran prior to the child’s 18th birthday. 
 
The child’s relationship can be verified by the following:

• Possession of a current Military Identification Card (DD Form 1173) showing the individual is a 
child of the veteran or active duty member

• If the DD Form 1173 has an expiration date of more than one year from the date of its 
presentation presumptively meets the active duty requirement
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• If the DD Form 1173 will expire within one year, the child must provide a copy of the military 
orders for their parent to establish the active duty status of the service member. If an 
unmarried child of a reserve member, the orders must show that the service member is on 
active duty and not on active duty for training

• Verification via the CA 5 process, or

• Relationship may be verified by the RAPIDS system.

3. Unremarried Surviving Spouse:  
 
The following proof is needed:

• The surviving spouse was married to the veteran of active duty personnel within 15 years after 
the termination of the period of service in which the injury or disease causing the death of the 
veteran was incurred

• That the surviving spouse was married to the Veteran or active duty personnel for one year or 
more, or

• That a child was born of the relationship between the surviving spouse and the veteran or 
active duty personnel, either during or before the marriage, and

• That the surviving spouse has not remarried.

If the RAPIDS system is not available to the Veteran, they can write or fax to:

DEERS Support Office 
Attention: Research and Analysis 
400 Gigling Road 
Seaside, California 93955-6771

FAX: (408) 655-8317

9.3.32 Voluntary Departure

Definition

Voluntary Departure describes two groups of noncitizens:

• Noncitizens waiting for a Visa who have been granted “Voluntary Departure” (permission to leave 
at a later time) until the Visa is ready, or

• Under the Family Unity program (IRCA), the spouse and children of the amnesty alien who have 
been granted a “temporary stay of deportation”.
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Rule

“Voluntary Departure” or “Stay of Deportation” for a period of one year or more meets the definition of 
PRUCOL. Family Unity persons are sometimes given a letter of “Voluntary Departure” for a two-year 
period of time.

Persons granted “Voluntary Departure” or “Stay of Deportation” for less than one year are considered to 
be ineligible noncitizens.

Documents

Persons granted “Voluntary Departure” or “Stay of Deportation” may have any one of the following:

• I-94
• I-210
• I-688B
• I-797.

9.3.33 Withholding of Deportation/Cancellation of Removal

Definition

Withholding of Deportation (or Cancellation of Removal) is a status granted to a non-citizen who proves 
he or she would be persecuted if returned to his or her country. Unlike refugee/asylum status, 
withholding of deportation does not lead to a granting of permanent residence. The 1996 immigration 
law changed the name of this status to Cancellation of Removal for those granted status after that law 
went into effect.

Rule

Persons with “Withholding of Deportation/Cancellation of Removal” are qualified aliens and are eligible 
for federal/state public benefits.

Documents

Persons with “Withholding of Deportation/Cancellation of Removal” may have one of the following 
documents:

• I-688B 
• I-766 
• Order from an immigration judge showing deportation withheld or cancellation of removal.
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Program Eligibility and USCIS Codes
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 program eligibility.
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 Office of Refugee Resettlement - Traffick-
im

Refugee Derivative T Visa Yes* Yes

Eligibility/Certification Letter Yes* Yes

Taking Steps Yes* Yes 

N/A Yes* Yes

Other Noncitizen Other - Ineligible No No

etter / Certificate Asylee Granted Asylum Yes* Yes

Refugee Granted Refugee Status Yes* Yes

Other Noncitizen Other - Ineligible No No
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551, Passport or I-94 Annotated with I-551 
n Code

Family Member of 
LPR

E23, EC7, EC8 Yes* Yes

R53, R57, R58 Yes Yes

Family Member EW9 Yes* Yes

Foreign government 
official, immediate 
relative of a US citi-
zen

Z83 No No

LPR-Amerasian A11, A12, A16, A17, Yes Yes

A18, A19, A20, A29,
AM1, AM2, AM3, AM6, AM7, 
AM8

Yes* Yes

A31, A32, A33, A36, A37, 
A38, A41, A42, A43, A46, 
A47, A48,
AR1, AR2

Yes Yes

LPR-Amnesty MP5, O1M Yes Yes

R16, R26, S16, S26, W16, 
W26, W36

Yes Yes

LPR-Asylee AS1, AS2, AS3, AS6, AS7, 
AS8

Yes Yes
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551, Passport or I-94 Annotated with I-551 
n Code

LPR - Battered B11, B12, B16, B17, B20, 
B21, B22, B23, B24, B25, 
B26, B27, B28, B29. B31, 
B32, B33, B36, B37, B38,

BX1, BX2, BX3, BX6, BX7, 
BX8,

C20,

IB1, IB2, IB3, IB6, IB7, IB8, 
IW1, IW2, IW6, IW7

P-22, P-23, P21, P22, P23, 
P26, P27, P28

Yes Yes

LPR - Conditional C11, C12, C16, C17, C21, 
C22, C23, C24, C25, C26, 
C27, C28, C29, C31, C32, 
C33, C36, C37, C38, C41, 
C42, C43, C46, C47, C48, 
C51, C52, C56, C57, C58, 
C2-1, C2-2, C2-3, C2-6, 
C2-7, C4-1, C4-2, C4-3, 
C4-6, C4-7, C4-8, CF1, CF2, 
CR1, CR2, CR6, CR7, CX1, 
CX2, CX3, CX6, CX7, CX8,

NP-7, NP2, NP7,

P71, P72, P76,

T51, T52, T53, T56, T57, 
T58, 

XB, XB3, XE3, XF3,
Z-0, Z11, Z2

Yes Yes
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551, Passport or I-94 Annotated with I-551 
n Code

LPR-Cuban Refugee CU10 Yes Yes

LPR - Diversity AA1, AA2, AA3, AA6, AA7, 
AA8,

DV1, DV2, DV3, DV6, DV7, 
DV8

Yes Yes

LPR - Jay Treaty 
Indian

S13 Yes Yes

LPR-IndoChinese 
Refugee

IC6 Yes Yes

IC7, IC8, IC9 Yes* Yes

Lawful Permanent 
Resident

BC1, BC2, BC3, BC6, BC7, 
BC8,
DS1, DT1, DT2, DT3, DT6, 
DT7, DT8, 

E10, E11, E12, E13, E16, 
E19, E21, E22, E-14, E-15, 
E-17, E-18, E-23, E26, E27, 
E28, E30, E31, E32, E33, 
E34, E35, E36, E37, E39, E5, 
E51, E52, E53, E56, E57, 
E58, EC6, ESI, EW-4, EW-5, 
EW0, EW3, EW8, 

F11, F12, F16, F17, F20, F21, 
F22, F23, F24, F25, F26, 
F27, F28, F29, F31, F32, 
F33, F36, F37, F38, F41, 
F42, F43, F46, F47, F48, 
FX1, FX2, FX3, FX6, FX7, 
FX8,
H4, HK1, HK2, HK3, HK6, 
HK7, HK8,

Yes Yes
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551, Passport or I-94 Annotated with I-551 
n Code

Lawful Permanent 
Resident

IF1, IF2, IMM-LPR, IR0, IR1, 
IR2, IR3, IR4, IR5, IR6, IR7, 
IR8, IR9, 
JW1,
K14
LA6, LB1, LB2, LB6, LB7, 
M1, M2, M2-LPR, MR0, MR6, 
MR7,

NA, NA3, NC-5, NC-6, NC-7, 
NC-8, NP-1, NP-6, NP-8, 
NP0, NP1, NP5, NP6, NP8, 
NP9, Not Annotated,
OP1

Yes Yes

Lawful Permanent 
Resident

P-12, P1-1, P1-2, P11, P16, 
P17, P2-1, P2-2, P2-3, P3-1, 
P3-2, P3-3, P31, P32, P33, 
P36, P37, P38, P4-1, P4-2, 
P4-3, P4-6, P4-7, P4-8, P41, 
P42, P43, P46, P47, P48, 
P5-1, P5-2, P5-3, P51, P52, 
P53, P56, P57, P58, P6-1, 
P6-2, P6-3, P61, P62, P63, 
P55, P67, P68,

R51, R51-2, R51-3, R52, 
R56, RN6, RN7, RN8,

SA1, SA2, SA3, SA6, SA7, 
SA8, SB1, SC-1, SC-2, SC-6, 
SC-7, SD1, SD2, SD3, SD6, 
SD7, SD8, SE1, SE2, SE3, 
SE6, SE7, SE8, SEH, SEK, 
SF1, SF2, SF6, SG1, SG2, 
SG6, SG7, SH1, SH2, SH6, 
SH7, SI1, SI2, SI3, SJ1, SJ2, 
SJ6, SJ7, 

Yes Yes
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551, Passport or I-94 Annotated with I-551 
n Code

Lawful Permanent 
Resident

SK1, SK2, SK3, SK4, SK6, 
SK7, SK8, SK9, SL1, SL6, 
SM1, SM2, SM3, SM4, SM5, 
SR1,S R2, SR3, SR6, SR7, 
SR8, TW1, VI5, VI6, VI7, 
VI10, XA3-LPR, Z03, Z1, 
Z13, Z14 LPR, Z-15, Z-3, 
Z33, Z66

Yes Yes

Lawful Permanent 
Resident

TW2, TW3 No No

Lawful Permanent 
Resident

C09, C1M, DV4, ES6, EW4, 
EW5, EW6, EX1, EX2, EX3, 
EX6, 

I51,

K12, K9,

NC9,

S12, S28, SF7, SM0, SM6, 
SM7, SM8, SM9,

W1

XN3, XR3, Z15, Z-16

Yes* Yes

Lawful Permanent 
Resident

No Section Code Yes Yes

LIFE Act - Amnesty 
Aliens

W46 Yes Yes
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551, Passport or I-94 Annotated with I-551 
ction Code

LPR-Refugee GA6, GA7, GA8, M83, MB3,

RE1, RE3, RE4, RE5, RE7, 
RE9, REF, RRA,

SI6, SI7, SI9, SQ1, SQ2, 
SQ3, SQ6, SQ7, SQ9,

Y1, Y10, Y11, Y12, 13, Y14, 
Y15, Y16, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6, 
Y64, Y7, Y8, Y9

Yes* Yes

ID6-LPR, R86, RE2, RE6, 
RE8

Yes Yes

NATO - 6 Civilian 
Employees

NATO - 6 Spouse of 
SN1 or SN6

Unmarried sons or 
daughters of NATO - 
6 civilian employees

Surviving spouses of 
deceased NATO - 6 
civilian employees

Retired NATO - 6
civilian employees

NATO - 6 Spouse of 
SN1 or SN6

SN1

SN2

SN3, SN8

SN4, SN9

SN6

SN7

Yes Yes
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Restricted No

Full Yes 3

Full Yes

Full Yes

Full Yes 3

Full Yes 3

Full Yes 3

Full Yes 3

Full Yes 3

Full Yes 3
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551, Passport or I-94 Annotated with I-551 
n Code

Other Non-Citizen Other-Ineligible No No

ST6 Yes* Yes

Noncitizen granted 
suspension of depor-
tation who entered as 
a crewman

Z56, Z57 Yes Yes

Private law, immedi-
ate relative of US citi-
zen or special 
immigrant

Z43 Yes Yes

Parolee M93 Yes* Yes

PH6 Yes Yes

Refugee T1 Yes* Yes

Syrian Jewish 
Nationals granted 
Asylum (Spouse of 
SY6)

SY6, SY7 Yes* Yes

Syrian Jewish 
Nationals (Child or 
unmarried son or 
daughter)

SY8 Yes* Yes

Victims of severe 
form of trafficking 
(Parent, Spouse of 
ST6, Child of ST6, 
Parent of SU6, Victim 
of Criminal Activity, 
Spouse of SU6, Child 
of SU6, Sibling of 
SU6)

ST0, ST7, ST8, SU0, SU6, 
SU7, SU8, SU9

Yes* Yes
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Restricted No

I-179 or Full Yes

I-181 Full Yes

I-181a Restricted No TRS applied 
for PRS

I-181b Full Yes PRS granted

I-210 Full Yes

Restricted No

I-327 Full Yes

I-512 Full Yes 3

Restricted No

Full Yes 3

I-571 Full Yes 3

I-688 or

Note: C
years fr
full-scop
aged, b

Restricted No

Restricted No

I-688B Restricted No

USCIS D MC GA Note
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551, Passport or I-94 Annotated with I-551 
n Code

Visitor/ Student/ VISA F2 No No

 I-197 - US Citizen Identification Card Naturalized US Citi-
zen

N/A Yes Yes

LPR-Cross Border 
Native American

N/A Yes Yes

Temporary Resident - 
Protected Status

N/A No No

Temporary Resident - 
Protected Status

N/A Yes4 Yes

Voluntary Departure 242(b) Yes No

Other Non-Citizen Other - Ineligible No No

Lawful Permanent 
Resident

N/A Yes Yes

Conditional Entrant 203(a)(7) Yes* Yes

Other Non-Citizen Other - Ineligible No No

Parolee 212(d)(5) Yes* Yes

Refugee N/A Yes* Yes

 I-688A

ode 210/245A were disqualified for five 
om the date of entry; Could be eligible for 
e benefits prior to the five-year period if 

lind, disabled or under 18 years of age

Temporary - Employ-
ment Authorized

210, 210A, 245A No No

Other Non-Citizen Other-Ineligible No No

or I-766 EAD - Applicant for 
Adjustment to LPR

274a.12(c)(9) or C9 No No
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I-688B Restricted No

Full No

Restricted No

Full Yes 3

Restricted No

Full No

Full Yes 3

Restricted No

Restricted No

Restricted No

Restricted No

Full No

Full Yes
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or I-766 EAD - Applicant for 
Deportation Suspen-
sion / Cancelation of 
Removal

274a.12(c)(10) or C10 No No

EAD - Applicant for 
Registry

274a.12(c)(16) or C16 No No

EAD - Applicant for 
TPS (Temporary Pro-
tected Services)

274a.12(c)(19) or C19 No No

EAD - Asylee 274a.12(a)(5) or A5 Yes* Yes

EAD - Asylee Appli-
cant

274a.12(c)(8) or C8 No No

EAD - Deportation 
Under Supervision

274a.12(c)(18) or C18 No No

EAD - Deportation 
Withheld

274a.12(a)(10) or A10 Yes* Yes

EAD - Granted Family 
Unity

A02 No No

Fiance of citizen or 
nonimmigrant

274a.12(a)(6) or A6 No No

Family Member 274a.12(a)(7) or A7 No No

274a.12(c)(1) or C1 No No

EAD - Granted 
Deferred Action

274a.12(c)(14) or C14 No No

EAD - Granted 
Extended Voluntary 
Departure

274a.12(a)(11) or A11 Yes Yes
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I-688B Restricted No

Restricted No

Full Yes 3

Restricted Yes 3

Full Yes 3

Full Yes 3

Restricted Yes 3

Full Yes 3

Restricted No

Restricted No

Full Yes 3

Restricted No

Restricted No

Restricted No

Restricted No
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or I-766 EAD - Granted Fam-
ily Unity

274a.12(a)(13) or A13 No No

EAD - Granted TPS 274a.12(a)(12) or A12 No No

EAD - Granted Volun-
tary Departure

274a.12(c)(12) or C12 Yes* Yes

EAD - Indefinite 
Legal Resident

274a.12(a)(8) or A8 Yes* Yes

EAD - Parolees 274a.12(c)(11) or C11 Yes* Yes

EAD - Paroled as 
Refugee

274a.12(a)(4) or A4 Yes* Yes

EAD - Refugee 274a.12(a)(2) or A2 Yes* Yes

274a.12(a)(3) or A3 Yes* Yes

EAD - LPR Appli-
cants

274a.12(c)(22) or C22 No No

Foreign Students 274a.12(c)(3)(i)-(iii) or C3 No No

Nonimmigrant 274a.12(c)(25) or C25 Yes* Yes

274a.12(c)(17)(i) or C17,
274a.12(c)(2) or C2, 
274a.12(c)(21) or C21,
274a.12(c)(4) or C4,
274a.12(c)(5) or C5,
274a.12(c)(7) or C7

No No

Other Non-Citizen C10 No No

Other - Ineligible No No

PRUCOL 274a.12(c)(24) or C24 No No
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I-688B Restricted No

Full Yes3

Restricted No

Restricted No

Restricted No

Restricted No

Restricted No

Full No

Restricted No

Restricted No

I-797 Full Yes For MC - 5 
year adjust-
ment

Full Yes

Full Yes

Restricted No
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or I-766 Special Agricultural 
Worker

274a.12(c)(20) or C20 No No

Temporary - Employ-
ment Authorized

A05, A10 Yes* Yes

A16 Yes Yes

A19, A20, C09, C40 Yes* Yes

C08 No No

CO8 Yes* No

210, 245A, 249,
274a.12(c)(13) or C13,
V3

No No

212 No No

Visitor/Student/VISA B2 No No

Family Member of 
LPR

274a.12(a)(15) or A15 No No

LPR - Amnesty 301 Yes Yes

LPR - Battered I-130 Approved,
I-360 Approved,
I-30 Pending

Yes Yes

Other Non-Citizen 214.14, 214.14(c)(5)(i),
214.14(c)(6), 214.14(f)(6),
214.14(g)(1), 214.14(g)(2),
214(p)(3)
U-3

Yes* Yes

1485, 203(a)(2)(B) INA, E2,
Other - Ineligible

No No
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I-797 Restricted No

Restricted No

I-797C Restricted No

Full No 4

Restricted No

I-807 Restricted No

I-94 Full Yes 3

Restricted No

Full Yes

Full Yes

Full Yes 3 Granted 
Indefinite 
Voluntary 
Departure 
(on or after 
4/1/97)

Full Yes

Full Yes 3

Restricted No

USCIS D MC GA Note
Page 9-64

on Place 9. Noncitizen Categories and USCIS Codes

Undocumented Denial Notice No No

I-360 Petition Filed No No

Other Non-Citizen Other - Ineligible No No

PRUCOL I-918 Yes* Yes

Undocumented Denial Notice,
I-130 Receipt Notice,
I-360 Petition Filed,
I-360 Receipt Notice, 
N565

No No

Undocumented 
(legally)

N/A No No

Asylee 208, 208(a), 208(c),
Granted Asylum

Yes* Yes

Pending Asylum No No

Conditional Entrant 203(a)(7) Yes* Yes

Conditional Entrant Yes Yes

Deportation Withheld 241(b)(3) Yes* Yes

243(h) Yes Yes

Family Member of 
LPR

SI 2, SSI 3 Yes* Yes

Foreign Students F1, F2 No No

Table 9-1: 
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I-94 Full Yes

Full Yes

Restricted @

Full Yes

Full Yes

Full Yes

Full Yes For MC - 5 
year adjust-
ment

Restricted @

Full Yes

Full Yes

Full No

Full Yes

Full Yes

Full Yes

USCIS D MC GA Note
Page 9-65

on Place 9. Noncitizen Categories and USCIS Codes

Indefinite Legal
Resident

CFA/FSM Yes No

CFA/MIS Yes Yes

CFA/PAL Yes No

Indefinite Voluntary 
Departure/Stay of 
Deportation

106 Yes No

LPR-Amerasian AM1, AM2, AM3 Yes* Yes

AM6, AM7, AM8,
402(a)(2)(A)(i)(v),
584 Foreign Operations 
Appropriations Act

Yes Yes

LPR - Amnesty 301 Yes Yes

Fiance of citizen or 
nonimmigrant

K1 Yes* Yes

LPR - Immediate  
Relative

IR, P Yes Yes

LPR - Refugee SI 1 Yes* Yes

Lawful Permanent 
Resident

Outstanding Order of Exclu-
sion, 

Yes No

Processed for I-551Tempo-
rary admission for permanent 
residence valid until

Yes Yes

XA3 Yes Yes

LPR-Cuban/Haitian 
Entrant

501(e) Yes* Yes
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I-94 Restricted No

Restricted No

Restricted No

Full Yes 1

Restricted No

Full Yes For MC - 5 
years adjust-
ment

Full Yes

Full Yes 3

Restricted Yes 3

Full Yes

I-94 En Restricted No

Immigra Full Yes

Full Yes

Restricted No

Immigra
Departu

Full Yes 

Indian T Full Yes

Machin
I-551 La

Full No

USCIS D MC GA Note
Page 9-66

on Place 9. Noncitizen Categories and USCIS Codes

Nonimmigrant TD, TN, TO No No

Other Non-Citizen B2, Other - Ineligible No No

Parolee 212(a)(2)(A)(i)(I) No No

212(d)(5), 212.5(b) Yes* Yes

G-639 No Yes

Paroled Pursuant to 212(d 5) Yes* Yes

Humanitarian Parolee, 
Public Interest Parolee

Yes Yes

Refugee 207, 207(c) Yes* Yes

No Section Code No* Yes

Voluntary Departure 242(b) Yes No

dorsed “Pending Asylum” Asylee N/A No No

tion Court Order Asylee Granted Asylum Yes* Yes

Deportation Withheld 241(b)(3), 243(h) Yes* Yes

Other Non-Citizen Other - Ineligible No No

tion Court Order Indefinite Voluntary 
re/Stay of Deportation

Deportation Withheld N/A Yes Yes

ribe Membership Card LPR-Cross Border 
Native American

N/A Yes Yes

e Readable Immigrant Visa (with Temporary 
nguage)

Other Non-Citizen N/A No* No
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Minor C Full No

Other D Restricted No

Other D Restricted No

Passpo Restricted No TRS applied 
for PRS

Passpo Full Yes PRS granted

Passpo Restricted No

Perman
Law

Full No 4

Residen Full Yes

Residen
ana Isla

Full Yes

SSI/SS Full No

T Visa o Full Yes 3

Full Yes 3 Elig. until 
expiration 
date for CW 
& CF

Restricted No

Full Yes 3

T Visa o Full Yes 3

USCIS D MC GA Note
Page 9-67

on Place 9. Noncitizen Categories and USCIS Codes

onsent - Satisfactory Immigration Status Lawful Permanent 
Resident

N/A No No

ocument with an Alien Number Other Non-Citizen N/A No No

ocument with an I94 Number Other Non-Citizen N/A No No

rt Annotated with I-181a Temporary Resident - 
Protected Status

N/A No No

rt Annotated with I-181b Temporary Resident - 
Protected Status

N/A Yes Yes

rt Only - Not Annotated Visitor/Student/VISA N/A No No

ently Residing in USA under the Color Of PRUCOL N/A No No

t of American Samoa Other Non-Citizen N/A No No

t of Commonwealth of the Northern Mari-
nds

Other Non-Citizen N/A No No

P Recipient Lawful Permanent 
Resident

N/A No No

r I-914 Non-Citizen -
Trafficking Victim

Filed Application,
T-1/T Visa Derivative

Yes* Yes

Prepare to Apply Yes* Yes

T Visa Denied - Filed USCIS 
appeal

No No

Other Non-Citizen T5 Yes* Yes

r I-915 Non-Citizen -  
Trafficking Victim

T2 Yes* Yes

Table 9-1: 

ocument Non-CZ Type/Status Section Code/Category CW CF



Update #22-06

Comm

1. If I-94 
2. Codes 
3. Eligibl
4. May be
@ Reach
* Eligible

T Visa o Full Yes 3

T Visa o Full Yes 3

Tempor Full No

Tribal A
Indian

Full @

Tribal A
Indian

Full @

U Visa Restricted No

Full Yes 3

Full Yes 3

US Pas Full Yes

Undocu Restricted No 4

Visitor/V Restricted No

USCIS D MC GA Note
Page 9-68

on Place 9. Noncitizen Categories and USCIS Codes

states a specific date to which paroled AND the client is other than Cuban-Haitian, the client is not eligible for GA
related to minor children or families may be eligible for GA through a Director’s Exception
e for GA after exhausting RCA and/or TCVAP
 eligible for GA through a Director’s Exception

 out to GA Program Coordinator for GA benefit
 for RCA program

r I-916 Non-Citizen -  
Trafficking Victim

T3 Yes* Yes

r I-917 Non-Citizen -  
Trafficking Victim

T4 Yes* Yes

ary I-551 Stamp (on passport or I-94, I-94A) Other Non-Citizen N/A No No

ffidavit - Canadian Born Northern Amer. LPR - Jay Treaty 
Indian

N/A Yes Yes

ffidavit - Mexican Born Northern Amer. LPR-Cross Border 
Native American

N/A Yes Yes

Non-Citizen - 
DV/Serious Crimes

Denied - Filed USCIS appeal No No

Filed Application,
U-1/U Visa Derivative

Yes* Yes

Trafficking Victim U-1/U Visa Derivative Yes* Yes

sport Naturalized US  
Citizen

N/A Yes Yes

mented Undocumented N/A No No

ISA Visitor/Student/VISA N/A No No

Table 9-1: 

ocument Non-CZ Type/Status Section Code/Category CW CF


	9. Noncitizen Categories and USCIS Codes
	9.1 USCIS Documents
	9.2 Sponsorship
	9.3 Noncitizen Categories
	9.3.1 Afghan and Iraqi Special Immigrants
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.2 Amerasians
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.3 Amnesty (IRCA)
	Definition
	Filing Dates
	Section 245A - “Pre-1982 Amnesty Aliens”
	Section 210 - SAWS
	Section 210A - RAWS
	Section 212(d)(5)- Immigrants/Asylees prior to Jan. 1, 1982
	Section 249 - “Registry Aliens” pre-1972
	Rule
	Date of Adjustment
	Unable to Determine Adjustment Date

	9.3.4 Asylees
	Definition
	Rule
	Acceptable Documents

	9.3.5 Authorization to Work
	9.3.6 Battered Noncitizens
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.7 Child Born Abroad to U.S. Citizen
	9.3.8 Conditionals
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.9 Conditional Permanent Resident
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.10 Cross Border American Indian Tribes
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.11 Cuban/Haitians
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.12 Diversity (DV Program)
	Definition

	9.3.13 Family Unity
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.14 40 Quarters
	Definition
	Rules to Determine 40 Quarters
	Procedures to Request 40 Quarters Information
	Processing the Report

	9.3.15 Hmong or Highland Laotian Tribal Members
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.16 Jay Treaty Indians
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.17 Lautenberg Parolee
	9.3.18 Lawful Permanent Residents
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.19 Match Grant
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.20 Nationals
	9.3.21 Parolees
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.22 Private Sector Initiative
	Definition
	PSI Projects
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.23 Privately Funded Soviet Jewish Refugees
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.24 PRUCOL
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.25 Refugees
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.26 Sponsored Noncitizens
	Definition
	Policy
	Guidelines
	Documents

	9.3.27 Temporary Protected Status
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.28 Trafficking Victims
	Definition
	Rule
	Certification
	Documents

	9.3.29 Victims of Domestic Violence and Other Serious Crimes
	Eligibility For Services and Benefits
	Documentation

	9.3.30 Undocumented Persons
	Definition
	Rule

	9.3.31 Veteran Status
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.32 Voluntary Departure
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents

	9.3.33 Withholding of Deportation/Cancellation of Removal
	Definition
	Rule
	Documents


	9.4 Program Eligibility and USCIS Codes


